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Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices no distinct low moderate considerable high very high

Wind transports loose snow all day

2000 m
Allgäuer Hauptkamm

2000 m
Berchtesgadener Alpen, Werdenfelser Alpen

Allgäuer Vorberge, Bayerische Voralpen West, Bayerische Voralpen Mitte,
Bayerische Voralpen Ost, Chiemgauer Alpen West, Ammergauer Alpen,
Chiemgauer Alpen Ost
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New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices no distinct low moderate considerable high very high

Allgäuer Hauptkamm

2000 m

Frequency of avalanche prone locations increases as the day progresses
Avalanche danger above 2000 m is considerable, below that altitude danger is low. The main problem
are snowdrifts which can be triggered as slab avalanches by minimum additional loading, for example
by a single skier. Avalanche prone locations occur on steep ridgeline slopes as well as in wind-loaded
gullies and bowls in all aspects. Slab avalanches can reach medium size.
The snow can trigger naturally in extremely steep rocky and rugged terrain or can be released by a
single person engaged in wintersports in steep terrain. Loose snow avalanches are mostly small.
There is a risk that small to medium-sized glide snow avalanches release spontaneously on very steep
slopes over smooth ground that have not yet discharged.

Snowpack structure
Loose snow is extensively transported all day by heavy southerly wind. At higher altitude it is
deposited atop older snowdrift accumulations, a hard old snowpack surface or a melt-freeze crust.
Depending on the aspect the latter differs widely, but is hardly capable of bearing crusts. Underneath
the melt-freeze crust there are loose and partly trigger-sensitive layers. In leeward and sunny zones
the superficial snow moistens fast and forfeits its firmness. Melt-freeze crusts within the old snowpack
are dissolving more and more. At high altitudes the snowpack is moist, at intermediate altitudes
thoroughly wet, but all in all it is compact and, by and large, stable.On steep slopes the wet snowpack
base promotes gliding of the snowpack over steep slopes with smooth ground.

Outlook
Temperatures will drop by the weekend and there will be snowfall. Avalanche danger increases.
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Berchtesgadener Alpen, Werdenfelser Alpen

2000 m

Frequency of avalanche prone locations increases as the day progresses
Avalanche danger is moderate above 2000 m, below that altitude danger is low. The main problem
are snowdrifts which can be triggered as slab avalanches by minimum additional loading, for example
by a single skier. Avalanche prone locations occur on steep ridgeline slopes as well as in wind-loaded
gullies and bowls in all aspects. Slab avalanches remain mostly small.
The snow can trigger naturally in extremely steep rocky and rugged terrain or can be released by a
single person engaged in wintersports in steep terrain. Loose snow avalanches are mostly small.
There is a risk that small glide snow avalanches release spontaneously on very steep slopes over
smooth ground that have not yet discharged.

Snowpack structure
Loose snow is extensively transported all day by heavy southerly wind. At higher altitude it is
deposited atop older snowdrift accumulations, a hard old snowpack surface or a melt-freeze crust.
Depending on the aspect the latter differs widely, but is hardly capable of bearing loads. Underneath
the melt-freeze crust there are loose and partly trigger-sensitive layers. In leeward and sunny zones
the superficial snow moistens fast and forfeits its firmness. Melt-freeze crusts within the old snowpack
are dissolving more and more. At high altitudes the snowpack is moist, at intermediate altitudes
thoroughly wet, but all in all it is compact and, by and large, stable. On steep slopes the wet
snowpack base promotes gliding of the snowpack over steep slopes with smooth ground.

Outlook
Temperatures will drop by the weekend and there will be snowfall. Avalanche danger increases.
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New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices no distinct low moderate considerable high very high

Allgäuer Vorberge, Bayerische Voralpen West,
Bayerische Voralpen Mitte, Bayerische Voralpen Ost,
Chiemgauer Alpen West, Ammergauer Alpen,
Chiemgauer Alpen Ost

Heed dangers of being swept along by small avalanches and of falling
Avalanche danger is low. Main problem: gliding snow. It is possible that mostly small glide snow
avalanches release spontaneously on very steep slopes over smooth ground.
As a consequence of heat penetration it is in addition to be expected that wet loose snow avalanches
trigger naturally in extremely steep rocky and rugged terrain. In steep terrain avalanches can even be
triggered by a single person enganged in wintersports. Avalanches tend to be small.
Likelihood of isolated snowdrifts at ridge and summit levels triggerable as small slab avalanches by a
single person engaged in wintersports.

Snowpack structure
Loose snow is extensively transported all day by heavy southerly wind. In many places the snowdrifts
are deposited atop a moist old snowpack surface, at higher ridge and summit altitudes in places also
on soft intermediate layers that are prone to triggering. Due to the mild temperatures the snow
moistens fast and forfeits its firmness. The old snowpack is predominantly thoroughly wet. All in all it
is compact and, by and large, stable. The wet snowpack base promotes gliding of the snowpack over
steep slopes with smooth ground. There is barely any snow left below 1500 m.

Outlook
Temperatures will drop by the weekend and there will be snowfall. Danger of dry avalanches
increases.
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