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Springtime conditions. Heed danger of taking a fall on hard
old snowpack surface.
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Stable conditions, latent gliding snow problem

Avalanche danger is low. Glide snow avalanche danger persists which can release naturally at any
time on individual steep slopes with smooth ground in any aspect. Releases are mostly small. Avoid
zones below glide cracks.

In addition, isolated wet loose slides can be triggered by a person engaged in winter sports.
Avalanche prone locations occur in windless extremely steep south-facing terrain. Heed danger of
being swept along. Danger of taking a fall on hard snowpack surface.

Snowpack structure

The snowpack surface is becoming increasingly compact.The different layers within the snowpack are
dissolving. Due to nocturnal outgoing longwave radiation the snowpack surface freezes which had
softened during the day. In windless zones on the sunny side it slowly turns into firn again. In wind-
exposed or shady zones the snowpack surface can stay hard all day. At intermediate altitude the
snowpack consists of melted forms and is thoroughly moist, forfeits its firmness and where there is
only little snow left is no longer capable of bearing loads. The snowpack base is wet. Gliding
movements over slopes with smooth ground are possible. There are locally weak layers consisting of
faceted crystals in shady summit zones at high altitude. Fracture propagation over wide-spread areas
is not likely. Below 1300 m there is hardly any snow left.

Outlook
Foehn is forecast for Friday. Milder temperatures will continue to reduce the snowpack depth further.
Avalanche danger will not change significantly.
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Gliding snow remains a problem.

Avalanche danger above the treeline is moderate. Main problem: gliding snow which can trigger at
any time on very steep slopes with smooth ground in any aspect and reach medium size. Avoid zones
below glide cracks.

In addition, isolated wet loose slides can be triggered by a person engaged in winter sports.
Avalanche prone locations occur in windless extremely steep south-facing terrain. Heed danger of
being swept along. Danger of taking a fall on hard snowpack surface.

Snowpack structure

The snowpack surface is becoming more and more compact.The different layers within the snowpack
are dissolving. Due to nocturnal outgoing longwave radiation the snowpack surface freezes which has
softened during the day. In windless zones on the sunny side it slowly turns into firn again. In wind-
exposed or shady zones the snowpack surface can stay hard all day. At intermediate altitudes the
snowpack consists of melted forms, is thoroughly moist, often wet down to the ground. Gliding
movements over slopes with smooth ground are to be expected. There are locally weak layers
consisting of faceted crystals in shady summit zones at high altitude. Fracture propagation over wide-
spread areas is not likely. Below 1300 m there is hardly any snow left.

Outlook
Foehn is forecast for Friday. The milder temperature will continue to reduce the snowpack depth
further. Avalanche danger will recede somewhat.

Translated by Jeffrey McCabe, www.creativtrans.com

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

S W gD p
Y —* -, by .
2 : ff‘m et oY% 1®
x X
New snow  Wind drifted Persistent Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices no distinct low moderate considerable high very high
snow weak layer

1 2 3 5



http://www.creativtrans.com

