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Springtime conditions: compact and widespread stable
snowpack

Allgauer Vorberge, Bayerische Voralpen Mitte, Bayerische Voralpen Ost,
Chiemgauer Alpen West, Chiemgauer Alpen Ost, Ammergauer Alpen,
Bayerische Voralpen West, Werdenfelser Alpen, Allgauer Hauptkamm,
Berchtesgadener Alpen

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions
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New snow  Wind drifted Persistent Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices no distinct low moderate considerable high very high

snow weak layer
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Isolated high altitude wet-snow and snowdrifts can be problematic

Avalanche danger is low. The danger of wet loose-snow/glide-snow avalanches will increase
somewhat as the day progresses. Small loose-snow slides can release in steep rocky terrain on sunny
slopes. On very steep slopes with smooth ground (grass-covered slopes or forest clearances) isolated
glide-snow avalanches can trigger, medium-sized releases can’t be excluded.

Isolated small older snowdrift accumulations can be problematic at high altitudes, mostly triggerable
by large additional loading on extremely steep shady ridgeline slopes or in transitions from shallow to
deeper snow. Acute danger of falling.

Snowpack structure

As a result of higher temperatures during the daytime hours and cooling during the nocturnal hours,
the snowpack is stabilizing, becoming compact and increasingly hard. Layers inside the snowpack are
dissolving, at intermediate altitudes the snowpack consists of melted forms, is thoroughly wet down
to the ground. Gliding movements over slopes with smooth ground are possible. Due to sunshine and
higher temperatures the surface becomes moist during the daytime hours, forfeits its firmness. In
shady summit terrain, small snowdrift accumulations can trigger from place to place. In addition, in
the uppermost part of the snowpack there are layers of faceted crystals between melt-freeze crusts.
Below 1300 m there is hardly any snow on the ground.

Outlook
Mild temperatures are causing the snowpack to melt, forfeit its depth. Avalanche danger will remain
low over the next few days.

Translated by Jeffrey McCabe, www.creativtrans.com
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