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Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices no distinct low moderate considerable high very high

Recognize and avoid trigger-sensitive snowdrifts!

forestline
Werdenfelser Alpen, Ammergauer Alpen, Allgäuer Hauptkamm,
Berchtesgadener Alpen, Bayerische Voralpen West, Bayerische Voralpen
Mitte, Bayerische Voralpen Ost, Chiemgauer Alpen West, Allgäuer Vorberge,
Chiemgauer Alpen Ost
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forestline

Naturally triggered loose snow avalanches in extremely steep terrain
Avalanche danger in the Bavarian Alps is moderate above the timberline, below that altitude danger
is low. Snowdrifts are the main problem. Avalanche prone locations are found close to steep ridgeline
terrain in west and north aspects as well as in wind-loaded gullies and bowls. In very steep terrain
snowdrift accumulations can be triggered as slab avalanches even by minor additional loading. Slab
avalanches tend to be small meaning that the predominant dangers are being swept along or being
hurt. In isolated cases avalanches can even grow to medium size on long runout zones in continuously
steep terrain.
In addition, glide snow avalanches can be expected on very steep slopes with smooth ground in all
aspects. At higher altitudes these releases can reach medium size.
Especially on the sunny side it is to be expected that small to medium-sized superficial loose snow
avalanches trigger naturally in extremely steep terrain.

Snowpack structure
On Thursday the wind will change from southerly to easterly, intensifies and generates small
snowdrift accumulations. Fresh and older snowdrift accumulations are prone to triggering. Weak
layers embedded within the dry snowpack layers close to the surface are not prone to widespread
fracture propagation. Above approx. 1800 m the surface is wind-impacted. A thin nocturnal crusts
forms on steep slopes on the sunny side which softens again during the course of the day. In some
places there is also a crust at the transitions to the old snowpack surface, underneath which faceted
crystals have formed. Elsewhere the old snowpack is thoroughly moist, often wet down to the ground.
At lower altitudes, too, where the ground had been totally bare of snow before the recent snowfall,
the snowpack is now in many places wet. The consequence are gliding movements of the snowpack
over the smooth ground.

Outlook
Avalanche danger changes little.
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