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Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices no distinct low moderate considerable high very high

Low avalanche danger in the Bavarian Alps

Allgäuer Vorberge, Ammergauer Alpen, Bayerische Voralpen West,
Bayerische Voralpen Mitte, Bayerische Voralpen Ost, Chiemgauer Alpen
West, Chiemgauer Alpen Ost, Werdenfelser Alpen, Berchtesgadener Alpen,
Allgäuer Hauptkamm
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Danger of taking a fall on icy encrusted snowpack surface!
Avalanche danger in the Bavarian Alps is low. Glide snow continues to be a problem. Isolated naturally
triggering small (to maximally medium-sized) glide snow avalanches are possible on very steep
slopes with smooth ground in all aspects. Glide cracks are indicators of threatening danger.

Snowpack structure
In most places the snowpack surface has a melt-freeze crust that is capable of bearing loads. Up to
approx. 2000 m it is grooved by rain. On the shady side the melt-freeze crust stays hard; in the forest
and at lower altitudes on the sunny side it softens during the course of the day. Up to high altitudes
the snowpack is thoroughly moist and frequently wet down to the ground. Intermediate layers in and
around old snowdrift accumulations and melt-freeze crusts are no longer prone to triggering. Below
1500 m more and more surfaces are becoming bare of snow. It is now almost impossible to go
backcountry skiing in the Bavarian Alps without having to carry the skis for part of the route.

Outlook
With five to ten centimeters of snowfall during the night of New Year's Eve the avalanche danger will
not change significantly for the time being.
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