
Report from 25.12.2023, 18:00 h by Lawinenwarndienst Bayern

valid for: Tuesday, 26.12.2023

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices no distinct low moderate considerable high very high

Glide snow in almost all altitudes and aspects

Bayerische Voralpen Ost, Bayerische Voralpen West, Bayerische Voralpen
Mitte, Ammergauer Alpen, Chiemgauer Alpen West, Chiemgauer Alpen Ost,
Allgäuer Vorberge, Allgäuer Hauptkamm, Werdenfelser Alpen,
Berchtesgadener Alpen
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Slab avalanches only triggerable in isolated cases in older snowdrifts.
Avalanche danger is moderate. Main problem: glide snow. Possibility of naturally triggering glide snow
avalanches on steep slopes with smooth ground and still sufficient quantities of snow. They can
release spontaneously at any time of day or night, irrespective of aspect. At higher altitudes glide
snow avalanches can grow to medium size; elsewhere they are mostly small. Avoid zones below glide
cracks. The wet snow can also be triggered as small loose snow avalanches or release spontaneously.
In addition, older snowdrifts can be a problem. Avalanche prone locations mostly occur in zones with
little snow, alongside steep wind-loaded slopes in all aspects, both adjacent to and distant from
ridges, as well as at entries into gullies and bowls. Medium-sized slab avalanches can in particular be
triggered by large additional loading.

Snowpack structure
Up to high altitude the snowpack is moist, ground level layers are frequently wet. Gliding movements
over smooth ground are possible at any time. Locally, a thin nocturnal melt-freeze crust forms that
softens rapidly as temperatures rise during the course of the day. The snowpack loses even more of
its firmness. Older snowdrift masses, some of which are very deep, are settling and stabilizing
increasingly. Crests, ridges and wind-exposed areas are utterly windblown, encrusted or totally bare
of snow. In patches, weak intermediate layers are embedded in the snowdrifts. In addition, the
snowpack locally contains faceted crystals in the vicinity of melt-freeze crusts which are embedded at
various depths in the snowpack. Below 1300 m the ground is becoming bare. In the Bavarian Alps it is
almost impossible to go backcountry skiing without having to carry equipment for part of the route.

Outlook
In the next few days temperatures will slowly drop; avalanche danger will recede further.
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