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Caution urged towards glide cracks and high-altitude
snowdrifts

Bregenzerwaldgebirge, Voralpenbereich, Allgauer Alpen

a
g
Lechquellengebirge, Lechtaler Alpen, Verwall, Silvretta, Ratikon Ost, Ratikon
. West o
Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions
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New snow  Wind drifted Persistent Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices no distinct low moderate considerable high very high
snow weak layer
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Gliding snow will increase due to rainfall

Above 1800 m avalanche danger is moderate. Esp. the fresh snowdrifts are prone to triggering.
Danger zones occur in ridgeline terrain, wind-loaded gullies and bowls. Frequency and size of these
zones increase with ascending altitude. Small-to-medium sized avalanches can be triggered by one
person. The risks of falling need consideration, esp. on hard, icy steep slopes, despite being blanketed
by fresh snow. A cautious route selection is advised. Danger of glide-snow avalanches, although their
activity has receded: on steep smooth slopes in all aspects below 2200 m, small-to-medium releases
are possible, difficult to assess, possible at any time of day. Circumvent glide cracks.

Snowpack structure

Fresh snow and drifts lie deposited on a stable old snowpack by and large. Bonding is often poor to
the icy, encrusted (on north-facing slopes often loose and faceted) snowpack, worsening with
ascending altitude. At intermediate altitudes the snowpack is often moist down to the ground. The
weight-load of the fresh snow reinforces the process of gliding over smooth ground, although this
activity has receded. Only little snow on the ground in Prealps.

Weather

Nocturnal hours: Extensive cloud cover but it will remain dry. Tuesday daytime: Extensive cloud cover
will veil the peaks in fog, light snowfall is possible esp. in the northern mountain ranges from
Bregenzerwald to Arlberg. Snowfall level 1500-1800 m. Mostly dry around the Montafon ranges. At
2000 m: 0 degrees, and rising. Often strong westerly winds.

Outlook

On Wednesday, dry air and intermittent sunshine. At all altitudes mild, +1 degree at 2000 m. High-
altitude winds will be strong from the west. Avalanche danger levels are not expected to change
significantly.

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions
D @ | g .

g s 2 alo ll o |® 1 2 S 5

st P

New snow  Wind drifted  Persistent Wet snow  Gliding snow  Cornices no distinct low moderate  considerable high very high
snow weak layer

www.vorarlberg.at/lawine lawinenwarndienst@Iwz-vorarlberg.at © Landeswarnzentrale Vorarlberg +43(0)5574 201-4560



Report from 01.01.2024, 18:00 h by Bernhard Anwander \ Vi b
orar erg
valid for: Tuesday, 02.01.2024 forariberg.
S T btz o LTI 4 PEL)
= Zellc . z a
Lechquellengebirge, Lechtaler Alpen, Verwall, O,“E”'EF,“ Hoher Freschen 2044 Mmeﬁbe[g
Silvretta, Ratikon Ost, Ratikon West Lol r 2004
......................................................................................... // /i Rf"'é“" agerprst B Holzgay
L > aFeldkirch o N i e '
I/ - 2649 4
Rote Wand L e < v
......................................................................................... Sthfan 27‘04 smms-mHEI
puchs QR 0 Bludenz -5 -
. . d - A -
>.1800 m rldgellpe slopes, eg? N ~Datazs <5 S Anton/affbera
wind-loaded bullies and bowls
© Schruns Q G
......................................................................................... ) s
iargans o LA [+ s
a3

<2400 m steep slopes with
smooth ground (grass, rocks) nen

IschglO Vesulasp.
.

P
Landquart T P
f é
/ \
/ >
HaldensteinghCalanda .
ngh

-~
"‘_".Zfoﬁ / Hochwang b |

2 i . o} (L
. . Klosters- Serneu!’.r 4
o Chur < ¢
e r b

"~ Reschenp. -1
nat/Ems O LI y s’ 3312 ~ ¥t

Trigger-sensitive snowdrifts, and slightly increasing avalanche danger
due to rainfall.

Avalanche danger is moderate. Esp. the fresh snowdrifts are prone to triggering. Danger zones occur
in ridgeline terrain, wind-loaded gullies and bowls. Frequency and size of these zones increase with
ascending altitude. Small-to-medium sized avalanches can be triggered by one person. The risks of
falling need consideration, esp. on hard, icy steep slopes, despite being blanketed by fresh snow. A
cautious route selection is advised. Danger of glide-snow avalanches, although their activity has
receded: on steep smooth slopes in all aspects below 2200 m, small-to-medium releases are possible,
difficult to assess, possible at any time of day. Circumvent glide cracks.

Snowpack structure

Fresh snow and drifts lie deposited on a stable old snowpack by and large. Bonding is often poor to
the icy, encrusted (on north-facing slopes often loose and faceted) snowpack, worsening with
ascending altitude. At intermediate altitudes the snowpack is often moist down to the ground,
reinforcing the gliding movements of the snowpack. Due to rainfall, this activity can increase.

Weather

Nocturnal hours: Extensive cloud cover but it will remain dry. Tuesday daytime: Extensive cloud cover
will veil the peaks in fog, light snowfall is possible esp. in the northern mountain ranges from
Bregenzerwald to Arlberg. Snowfall level 1500-1800 m. Mostly dry around the Montafon ranges. At
2000 m: 0 degrees, and rising. Often strong westerly winds.

Outlook

On Wednesday, dry air and intermittent sunshine. At all altitudes mild, +1 degree at 2000 m. High-
altitude winds will be strong from the west. Avalanche danger levels are not expected to change
significantly.
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