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Unfavourable conditions widespread due to snowfall, wind

Voralpenbereich

2000 m
Lechquellengebirge, Lechtaler Alpen, Verwall, Silvretta, Rätikon Ost, Rätikon
West, Bregenzerwaldgebirge, Allgäuer Alpen



Report from 12.12.2023, 18:00 h by Bernhard Anwander

valid for: Wednesday, 13.12.2023

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices no distinct low moderate considerable high very high

www.vorarlberg.at/lawine lawinenwarndienst@lwz-vorarlberg.at © Landeswarnzentrale Vorarlberg +43(0)5574 201-4560

Voralpenbereich

forest lanes, steep grassy
slopes, hillsides

steep ridgeline terrain, gullies
and bowls

Beware gliding snow at intermediate altitudes
Avalanche danger is moderate. Where there is rain impact in steep terrain, forest lanes and on
smooth grassy slopes in all aspects which have not yet discharged, increasing wet-snow avalanches,
and continuing glide-snow avalanches are possible, which can reach medium size. Beware zones
below glide cracks. At high altitudes, fresh snowdrifts threaten, risky steep N/E/SW facing ridgeline
slopes. Small-to-medium slab avalanches can be triggered by 1 person.

Snowpack structure
At high altitudes, 10-20 cm of fresh snow was registered, locally more. By Wednesday evening an
additional 10-30 cm is anticipated as the snowfall level descends. At night, strong westerly winds will
generate further snowdrift accumulations. Where they lie atop soft layers they are prone to triggering.
The snowpack at intermediate altitudes is thoroughly wet down to the ground, thereby weakened.
Many wet-snow and glide-snow avalanches were the result. Further gliding movement of the wet
snowpack can be expected in steep zones which have not yet discharged. As temperatures drop, the
snowpack cannot consolidate. There is currently little data from outlying regions available to the
Avalanche Warning Service.

Weather
Nocturnal hours: Precipitation will intensify in the evening, the snowfall level drop from 2000 down to
1400 m during the night. Wednesday: Skies will be cloudy, intermittent snowfall or snow showers,
descending snowfall level down to 1200 m. Small bright intervals are possible. At 2000 m: -2 degrees.
Moderate westerly winds.

Outlook
The impact of the low pressure front will persist. With the moist NW air current, lots of cloud cover can
be expected, including fog and shower-like snowfall. Gradually, colder air masses will move in. The
avalanche situation remains tense.
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Lechquellengebirge, Lechtaler Alpen, Verwall,
Silvretta, Rätikon Ost, Rätikon West,
Bregenzerwaldgebirge, Allgäuer Alpen

2000 m

>2000 m wind-loaded steep
terrain

glide-snow avalanches in forest
lanes, steep grassy slopes,
hillsides

Fresh snow and drifts at high altitudes. Beware gliding snow at
intermediate altitudes.
Above 2000 m avalanche danger is considerable. Main problem at high altitudes: fresh snow and
freshly generated snowdrift accumulations. Danger zones occur in steep wind-loaded terrain and
behind protruberances. Even large-sized slab avalanches can be triggered by 1 person. Also naturally
triggered avalanches are possible. More deeply embedded layers inside the snowpack can usually be
triggered only by large additional loading, esp. in transitions from shallow to deeper snow, e.g. at
entries into gullies and bowls. In zones where there is rain impact, glide-snow avalanches can be
expected in steep terrain, on grassy slopes of all aspects where the snow has not yet discharged. At
1500-2000 m these can grow to large size. Caution urged below glide cracks. Backcountry tours
require much caution and self-restraint.

Snowpack structure
At high altitudes, 10-20 cm of fresh snow was registered, locally more. By Wednesday evening an
additional 10-30 cm is anticipated as the snowfall level descends. At night, strong westerly winds will
generate further snowdrift accumulations. Where they lie atop soft layers they are prone to triggering.
The snowpack at intermediate altitudes is thoroughly wet down to the ground, thereby weakened.
Many wet-snow and glide-snow avalanches were the result. Further gliding movement of the wet
snowpack can be expected in steep zones which have not yet discharged. As temperatures drop, the
snowpack cannot consolidate. There is currently little data from outlying regions available to the
Avalanche Warning Service.

Weather
Nocturnal hours: Precipitation will intensify in the evening, the snowfall level drop from 2000 down to
1400 m during the night. Wednesday: Skies will be cloudy, intermittent snowfall or snow showers,
descending snowfall level down to 1200 m. Small bright intervals are possible. At 2000 m: -2 degrees.
Moderate westerly winds.
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Outlook
The impact of the low pressure front will persist. With the moist NW air current, lots of cloud cover can
be expected, including fog and shower-like snowfall. Gradually, colder air masses will move in. The
avalanche situation remains tense.
Translated by Jeffrey McCabe, www.creativtrans.com

http://www.creativtrans.com

