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Avalanche report for Sunday, 12.02.2023

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices no distinct low moderate considerable high very high
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Main danger: weak old snowpack
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Lechquellengebirge, Lechtaler Alpen, Allgäuer Alpen

1800 m

unfavourable intermediate
layers

Still weak layers in the old snow on high-altitude shady slopes
Avalanche prone locations can still be triggered even by minimum additional loading, i.e. the weight
of one sole skier, although danger has receded.Danger zones occur mostly in steep shady terrain,
small-to-medium slab avalanches can in places be triggered by low additional loading. Cautious route
selection is recommended. Due to solar radiation and daytime warming, small loose-snow avalanches
are possible on sunny slopes. On sunny steep grassy slopes, glide-snow avalanches are possible.

Snowpack structure
Temperatures have risen noticeably at high altitude, the proneness to triggering has diminished. In
the upper part of the snowpack are expansively metamorphosed (faceted) crystals. On very steep
sunny slopes there is a thin melt-freeze crust on the surface. Elsewhere the snowpack is often
powdery. At intermediate altitudes there is surface hoar. Due to solar radiation and daytime warming
the snowpack softens on sunny slopes.

Weather
Nocturnal hours: star-studded skies, cold. Sunday: sunny but cold winds, though not as brisk as
yesterday. At 2000 m: -4 to +2 degrees. Light to moderate NE winds.

Outlook
Zero-degree level rising to nearly 3000 m on Monday. Danger of dry-snow avalanches will diminish
further. Due to solar radiation and daytime warming, risks of wet-snow and glide-snow avalanches will
increase during the course of the day.
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Bregenzerwaldgebirge, Voralpenbereich

1800 m

weak layers on shady steep
slopes

Still trigger-sensitive intermediate layers on high-altitude shady slopes
Main problem: weak layers in upper part of the snowpack. Near ridgelines they can be triggered as a
slab avalanche by winter sports enthusiasts on steep shady slopes, but releases tend to remain small.
Due to solar radiation and daytime warming, small loose-snow avalanches are possible on sunny
slopes.

Snowpack structure
Temperatures have risen noticeably at high altitude, the proneness to triggering has diminished. In
the upper part of the snowpack are expansively metamorphosed (faceted) crystals. On very steep
sunny slopes there is a thin melt-freeze crust on the surface. Elsewhere the snowpack is often
powdery. At intermediate altitudes there is surface hoar. Due to solar radiation and daytime warming
the snowpack softens on sunny slopes.

Weather
Nocturnal hours: star-studded skies, cold. Sunday: sunny but cold winds, though not as brisk as
yesterday. At 2000 m: -4 to +2 degrees. Light to moderate NE winds.

Outlook
Zero-degree level rising to nearly 3000 m on Monday. Danger of dry-snow avalanches will diminish
further. Due to solar radiation and daytime warming, risks of wet-snow and glide-snow avalanches will
increase during the course of the day.
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Rätikon West, Rätikon Ost, Verwall, Silvretta

2000 m

unfavourable intermediate
layers

Still weak layers in the old snow on high-altitude shady slopes
Weak layers, avalanche prone locations can still be triggered even by minimum additional loading, i.e.
the weight of one sole skier, although danger has receded. Danger zones occur mostly in steep shady
terrain, small-to-medium slab avalanches can in places be triggered by low additional loading.
Cautious route selection is recommended. Due to solar radiation and daytime warming, small loose-
snow avalanches are possible on sunny slopes. On sunny steep grassy slopes, glide-snow avalanches
are possible. 

Snowpack structure
Temperatures have risen noticeably at high altitude, the proneness to triggering has diminished. In
the upper part of the snowpack are expansively metamorphosed (faceted) crystals. Triggerable are
the transitions from shallow to deep snow. These danger zones are not visible to the naked eye. Brisk
winds from N/NW will generate small trigger sensitive snowdrift accumulations. On very steep sunny
slopes there is a thin melt-freeze crust on the surface. Elsewhere the snowpack is often powdery. At
intermediate altitudes there is surface hoar. Due to solar radiation and daytime warming the
snowpack softens on sunny slopes.

Weather
Nocturnal hours: star-studded skies, cold. Sunday: sunny but cold winds, though not as brisk as
yesterday. At 2000 m: -4 to +2 degrees. Light to moderate NE winds.

Outlook
Zero-degree level rising to nearly 3000 m on Monday. Danger of dry-snow avalanches will diminish
further. Due to solar radiation and daytime warming, risks of wet-snow and glide-snow avalanches will
increase during the course of the day.
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