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14.12.2022

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices No problem low moderate considerable high very high

With increasing altitude and wind, slightly rising avalanche
danger

timberline
Rätikon West, Rätikon Ost, Silvretta, Verwall, Lechquellengebirge, Lechtaler
Alpen, Bregenzerwaldgebirge, Voralpenbereich, Allgäuer Alpen
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New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices No problem low moderate considerable high very high

Rätikon West, Rätikon Ost, Silvretta, Verwall,
Lechquellengebirge, Lechtaler Alpen,
Bregenzerwaldgebirge, Voralpenbereich, Allgäuer
Alpen

timberline

with increasing altitude in steep
ridgeline terrain, wind-loaded
gullies and bowls and behind
abrupt discontinities in the
terrain

above about 2200 m, blanketed
weak layers are difficult to
recognize

Main danger: fresh + older snowdrift accumulations and weak snow on
very steep shady slopes
As a result of brisk to strong SW/W windss, trigger-sensitive snowdrift accumulations are being
generated. In addition, above 2200 m, on very steep shady slopes, unfavourably layered snow is
evident. Danger zones are found especially in steep ridgeline terrain, in wind-loaded gullies and bowls
and behind abrupt discontinuities in the terrain. Small, in isolated cases medium-sized slab
avalanches can be triggered even by one sole winter sports enthusiast. This needs to be taken into
consideration in all activities in outlying terrain. Apart from the risks of being buried in snow masses,
the danger of being swept along and forced to take a fall require full attention.

Snowpack structure
On Tuesday, skies were mostly overcast and there was a bit of fresh snowfall. The W/SW winds at high
altitude were mostly moderate, stronger at higher altitudes, thus generating new snowdrifte
accumulations in ridgeline and pass areas. Above 1000-1500 m, up to 10 cm of fresh snow was
registered with wind impact, much less in the Arlberg and Silvretta regions. The fresh snow and drifts
were deposited atop a very cold, loose snowpack surface, sometime atop surface hoar. The fresh and
older snowdrifts are prone to triggering. Particularly on very steep shady slopes above 2200 m the old
snowpack from late autumn is still expansively metamorphosed (faceted). Such intermediate layers
are prone to triggering by additional loading from winter sports enthusiasts and are not recognizable
to the naked eye.

Weather
On Tuesday night: heavily overcast skies, dry in the early part of the night, then from Switzerland into
the Rhine Valley and Bregenzerwald light snow showers are possible. Wednesday: windy weather,
poor visibility due to clouds, fog later on. Temperatures rising another notch, zero-degree level just
below 2000 m. Mostly dry in the morning, diffuse light, clouds lowering, shrouding the peaks, snowfall
by evening in Bregenzerwald and Allgau Alps, snowfall level at 1000 - 1500 m. Not much snowfall
expected. On the Arlberg and in the Silvretta, hardly any at all. Temperature at 2000 m: -4 to -1
degree. Brisk to strong SW/W winds at high altitude.
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Outlook
Thursday: initially quite sunny, then clouds from the south will move in, bring a few snowflakes in the
afternoon. Temperatures at 2000 m: 0 degrees: Brisk southerly winds, in the classic foehn lanes
stormy gusts from the south. Avalanche danger levels are not expected to change significantly.
Translated by Jeffrey McCabe, www.creativtrans.com
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