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Moderate avalanche danger: small loose-snow avalanches +
isolated snowdrifts

Eisenerzer Alpen, Hochschwabgebiet, Nordliche Wolzer Tauern, Schladminger

Tauern Nord, Rottenmanner Tauern, Triebener Tauern, Ennstaler Alpen, &
Totes Gebirge, Dachsteingebiet
Murzsteger Alpen, Seetaler Alpen, Gurktaler Alpen, Koralpe, Gaaler Alpen,
Sudliche Wélzer Tauern, Schladminger Tauern Sid, Stub- und Gleinalpe

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions
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Loose-snow activity in extremely steep terrain, near ridgelines still
isolated snowdrift accumulations

Above 2000 m avalanche danger is moderate, below that altitude danger is low.

Main danger: naturally triggered (moist and dry-snow) loose-snow avalanches in extremely steep
terrain which can release in all aspects during the course of the day and also be triggered by 1
person. Releases mostly small, large in high-altitude starting zones when snow along the plummet
path is swept along.

At high altitudes, in addition, isolated danger zones from snowdrifts, possible small-to-medium slab
avalanches by large additional loading. Most danger zones are on steep N/E facing slopes, at entreis
into steep gullies and bowls and behind discontinuities in the terrain. Frequency and size of avalanche
prone locations increase with ascending altitude, releases medium sized are possible.

On steep smooth slopes small (in isolated cases large) glide-snow avalanches can trigger naturally.
Avoid zones below glide cracks.

Snowpack structure

The fresh fallen snow (70-100 cm in Dachstein Massif/Totes Gebirge, 30-50 cm from Niedere Tauern
to Hochschwab) of the last few days lies deposited atop a compact snowpack base. The old snowpack
is thoroughly moist, was able to consolidate through the lower temperatures this last week. The fresh
snow is well bonded with the snowpack. Due to solar radiation, diffuse light and high air moisture the
snowpack can forfeit its cohesion during the day and trigger loose-snow avalanches naturally.
Moreover, there are weak layers in the uppermost part of the snowpack (loose fresh snow covered by
drifts), mostly on high-altitude shady slopes, since the snow on sunny slopes has consolidated by and
large.

On what was previously warm bare ground, the entire snowpack can glide away as small-to-medium
sized glide-snow avalanches.

Weather
Nighttime skies will be intermittently clear, with delay from Mariazeller Land to Hochwechsel and in
the rimline ranges. In NW regions, heavy cloud cover will persist. In early morning, sun windows are
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possible everywhere, summits will remain in the clear, residual cloud and fog lower down. Most of the
sunshine will be on the eastern rim of the Alps and along the Styrian rimline ranges. During the
course of the day, clouds will move in, snowfall/rainfall will be isolated, most likely from Dachstein
over Niedere Tauern as far as Gurktal and Seetal Alps, further east it will presumably remain dry.
Light to moderate S/SE winds. At 2000 m: -6 degrees; at 1500 m: 0 degrees.

Outlook

Cool, repeated bouts of minor snowfall. Avalanche danger levels are not expected to change
significantly.
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Low avalanche danger only isolated danger zones

Avalanche danger is generally low. Older snowdrifts at high altitudes can trigger small slab
avalanches in isolated cases. Danger zones occur near ridges, at entries into steep gullies and bowls
and behind discontinuities in the terrain.

Snowpack structure
Well settled fresh snow/snowdrifts lie deposited atop a moist old snowpack and is well bonded with it.
Potential weak layer: loose layers inside the old snowpack, and these are consolidating increasingly.

Weather

Nighttime skies will be intermittently clear, with delay from Mariazeller Land to Hochwechsel and in
the rimline ranges. In NW regions, heavy cloud cover will persist. In early morning, sun windows are
possible everywhere, summits will remain in the clear, residual cloud and fog lower down. Most of the
sunshine will be on the eastern rim of the Alps and along the Styrian rimline ranges. During the
course of the day, clouds will move in, snowfall/rainfall will be isolated, most likely from Dachstein
over Niedere Tauern as far as Gurktal and Seetal Alps, further east it will presumably remain dry.
Light to moderate S/SE winds. At 2000 m: -6 degrees; at 1500 m: 0 degrees.

Outlook
Cool, repeated bouts of minor snowfall. Avalanche danger will remain low.

Translated by Jeffrey McCabe, www.creativtrans.com
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