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Springtime conditions: stormy foehn wind, high
temperatures. Moderate avalanche danger from gliding-
show/wet-snow problems
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Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions
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New snow  Wind drifted Persistent Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices no distinct low moderate considerable high very high
snow weak layer
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Storm-strength southerly foehn wind

Wet-snow problem, esp. in steep sunny terrain, rocky terrain is often the starting zone. Danger zones
increase with solar radiation. Larger avalanches are possible in isolated cases, also in low altitude,
flat-terrain zones.

Gliding snow problem in all aspects, esp. on steep grass-covered slopes. Starting zone: glide-cracks
and shooting cracks. Avoid zones near them! They are possible at any time of day or night. Larger
avalanches are possible in isolated cases, also in low altitude, flat-terrain zones.

Snowdrift problem: danger zones have decreased, likeliest in extended north-facing terrain near the
high peaks of Niedere Tauern and Dachstein.

Snowpack structure

High temperatures over the last few days have done harsh work on the snowpack, it has forfeited its
firmness. The snow base is wet, the surface generally soft already in early morning. In spite of storm-
strength winds, hardly any new snowdrifts have been generated. But gliding snow masses have
increased. The slopes are becoming bare of snow.

Weather

A stormy SW airstream has generated weather conditions in the Eastern Alps since 26 March. On
Easter Sunday the stormy southerly foehn wind will persist, hefty gusts will batter the foehn lanes on
the northern flank of the Alps, also ridgeline terrain. Intermittently sunny, clouds from the south will
lodge against the mountain flanks in Gurktal/Seetal Alps and towards Niedere Tauern. Most sunshine
is expected in the western sector of the Northern Alps between Dachstein and Totes Gebirge; least
near Turrach, where rain showers can be expected in afternoon. Very warm: zero-degree level at
3000 m.

On Sunday night a cold front will pass through, promising precipitation and thunderstorms embedded
in barrier clouds lodged against the mountain flanks.

Outlook
Avalanche danger levels are not expected to change significantly. Due to rain penetrating the
snowpack and mild temperatures, wet-snow and gliding snow problems remain at the forefront.
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