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Keep an eye on fresh drifts and daytime rise of wet-snow
problem

/N Triebener Tauern, Hochschwabgebiet, Miirzsteger Alpen, Totes Gebirge,
/1 \ Rottenmanner Tauern, Ennstaler Alpen, Eisenerzer Alpen, Dachsteingebiet,
Schladminger Tauern Nord, Nérdliche Wélzer Tauern, Schladminger Tauern
Sid, Sudliche Wélzer Tauern, Gaaler Alpen, Gurktaler Alpen, Seetaler Alpen,
Stub- und Gleinalpe, Koralpe, Ostliche Fischbacher Alpen und Wechselgebiet
Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions
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New snow  Wind drifted Persistent Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices no distinct low moderate considerable high very high
snow weak layer
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Pay close heed to fresh snowdrifts and wet snow

Avalanche danger is generally low. Nonetheless, small wet-snow avalanches can trigger naturally on
very steep rocky slopes, the likelihood increasing as the day unfolds. Also small wet-snow avalanches
can be triggered by persons in steep terrain. On steep grass-covered slopes, isolated glide-snow
avalanches are possible, avoid zones below glide cracks.

In addition, fresh and easily recognized snowdrift accumulations exist on steep slopes in extended
eastern aspects, behind discontinuities and in gullies which can trigger small slab avalanches.

Snowpack structure

On moistened and seldom consolidated old snowpack up to high altitudes, up to 10 cm of fresh snow
was registered, often riddled with graupel. Gusty and strong NW winds generated fresh snowdrift
accumulations. Weak layer for slab avalanches: soft layers inside the drifts, sometimes there are
faceted crystals seen in transitions to the old snowpack. The old snowpack is compact, moist up to
intermediate altitudes (rainfall, solar radiation) and is destabilizing further. The moist base tends
towards gliding over smooth ground.

Weather

Saturday evening and during the night, perturbances will bring rainfall/snow showers, snowfall level at
1500-1800 m, most of the snowfall (10 cm) expected in the Northern Alps. Sunday morning, peaks
veiled in fog between Dachstein and Hochschwab, but it will remain mostly dry. South of the Mur-Mirz
rift, mostly sunny. In afternoon, generally sunny with harmless convective cloud build-up. Often
strong NW winds will slacken off. At 2000 m: -2 degrees in the north and +2 degrees in the south; at
1500 m: 4-6 degrees.

Outlook

Variably powerful NW airstream will persist, bringing gray skies and lower tempertures. Rainfall and
snow showers in the Northern Alps, hardly any precipitation in southern regions. Depending on
amounts of precipitation, avalanche danger levels could rise slightly.

Translated by Jeffrey McCabe, www.creativtrans.com
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