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Slowly diminishing snowdrift problem. Increasing glide-
snow avalanches due to rising temperatures

f\ Totes Gebirge, Dachsteingebiet, Schladminger Tauern Nord, Nérdliche <9
1 \\forestllne Wolzer Tauern, Rottenmanner Tauern, Ennstaler Alpen, Hochschwabgebiet, ? &
Murzsteger Alpen, Eisenerzer Alpen, Triebener Tauern, Schladminger Tauern 1
Sud
/9 \ Sldliche Wolzer Tauern, Gaaler Alpen, Seetaler Alpen, Miirztaler Alpen,
/1 \forestline Ostliche Fischbacher Alpen und Wechselgebiet, Westliche Fischbacher Alpen o
und Grazer Bergland, Koralpe, Stub- und Gleinalpe, Gurktaler Alpen
Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions
-h | g COF
y 5 > o‘; * L] “'\ la / 1 2 3 5
New snow Wind drifted Persistent Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices no distinct
snow weak layer

low moderate  considerable

www.lawine-steiermark.at

high

very high

Lawinenhandy: 0664/8105928



Report from 07.12.2023, 18:00 h by Lawinenwarndienst Steiermark @ Das Land

valid for: Friday, 08.12.2023 Steiermark

NIEDEROSTERREICH

Totes Gebirge, Dachsteingebiet, Schladminger Krems/Donaut
Tauern Nord, Nordliche Wolzer Tauern, {iLinz 3 Klosterneuburga 73,
Rottenmanner Tauern, Ennstaler Alpen, #Braunau/inn T’ ¥ & gl
Hochschwabgebiet, Miirzsteger Alpen, Eisenerzer  hausens Iy A Y £ St. Polten
Alpen, Triebener Tauern, Schladminger Tauern Siid Stesrdl, . Amptelien
Vi ' TG ! Badenno
A % gomunden Eisen:‘él:'adt
aunstein /1salzburg-, Wr. Neustadte 4~ BURGEN
Hallein aSop

cLiezen

0 Mi‘lf;zuschlag ’

near ridgelines, behind e
protruberances, in gullies, aZell/see

Leobent
STEIERMARK

B Oberwart

Nied oWei oSz
bowls £ LB Judenburge =
180 " Tamsweg¢ - &
......................................................................................... A Ao o). f5Graz
possible at any time of day or .
night Lie"zi‘_: Spittal/Drave - Welfsbergp Leibnitze

oKlagenFurt 7 ; C
' = \
([,f, Maribor ,_,__{"ﬂ-“ X

Caution urged towards older, thinly blanketed snowdrifts. Avoid zones
below glide cracks.

Villacht

Main danger: older snowdrifts. Danger zones occur mainly on N/E facing wind-loaded slopes and, in
particular, behind protruberances and at entry points into gullies and bowls, where slab avalanches
can be triggered by large addtional loading, in isolated cases also by minimum additional loading (1
person). On smooth grassy slopes naturally triggered glide-snow avalanches are possible, in isolated
cases they can endanger exposed transportation routes. Zones below glide cracks should be avoided.

Snowpack structure

The fresh snow from Wednesday is bonding well with the snow from last weekend, but is becoming
moist on sunny slopes. Buried snowdrifts are blanketed by fresher snowfall which has not been able to
settle on shady slopes due to low temperatures. Weak layers are making the snow prone to
triggering. The base at ground level is often moist, on steep grassy slopes the snowpack is still
gliding.

Weather

Following a night of clear skies on Thursday with low temperatures and high fog in the valleys, a
warm front will bring mild air masses our way on Friday. A few hours of sunshine, then heavy cloud
cover from the west and skies will remain overcast for the rest of the day. Midday temperatures at
2000 m will reach +1 degree; at 1500 m, +4 degrees. Light to moderate SE, then W winds will be
blowing.

Also on the weekend, Atlantic perturbances will bring relatively mild air masses our way. In the
valleys, cold air masses will produce high fog, clouds on the northern flank of the Alps above 1000 m
will produce a bit of minor snowfall.

Outlook
Temporarily higher temperatures will calm the snowdrift problem, but increase the wet-snow problem.
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Caution towards older snowdrifts thinly blanketed by fresher snow. Avoid
zones below glide cracks.

Above the treeline moderate avalanche danger due to older snowdrift accumulations. Danger zones
primarily on N/E facing slopes, especially behind protruberances and at entries into gullies and bowls
slab avalanches can be triggered from the snowdrifts even by low additional loading in isolated cases.

Snowpack structure

Storm-strength winds on the southern Tauern flanks and in the rimline ranges have windblown much
terrain completely bare of snow. The minor snowfall from Wednesday is bonding well with the old
snow from last weekend, but older snowdrifts (which have not yet settled, due to low temperatures,
esp. on shady slopes) are covered. Weak layers are making the snow prone to triggering. The base at
ground level is often moist, on steep grassy slopes the snowpack is still gliding.

Weather

Following a night of clear skies on Thursday with low temperatures and high fog in the valleys, a
warm front will bring mild air masses our way on Friday. A few hours of sunshine, then heavy cloud
cover from the west and skies will remain overcast for the rest of the day. Midday temperatures at
2000 m will reach +1 degree; at 1500 m, +4 degrees. Light to moderate SE, then W winds will be
blowing.

Also on the weekend, Atlantic perturbances will bring relatively mild air masses our way. In the
valleys, cold air masses will produce high fog, clouds on the northern flank of the Alps above 1000 m
will produce a bit of minor snowfall.

Outlook
Temporarily higher temperatures will calm the snowdrift problem, but increase the wet-snow problem.

Translated by Jeffrey McCabe, www.creativtrans.com
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