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Avalanche report for Saturday, 07.01.2023

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding snow Cornices No problem low moderate considerable high very high

Low avalanche danger - persistent weak layer in some high-
alpine shady spots

Totes Gebirge, Dachsteingebiet, Schladminger Tauern Nord, Nördliche
Wölzer Tauern, Rottenmanner Tauern, Ennstaler Alpen, Hochschwabgebiet,
Eisenerzer Alpen, Südliche Wölzer Tauern, Schladminger Tauern Süd,
Mürzsteger Alpen, Mürztaler Alpen, Seetaler Alpen, Seckauer Tauern, Stub-
und Gleinalpe, Westliche Fischbacher Alpen und Grazer Bergland, Östliche
Fischbacher Alpen und Wechselgebiet, Gurktaler Alpen, Koralpe
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In shady terrain and high alpine
regions

Still persistent weak layer in shady places at high altitudes
Avalanche danger is low. Fresh snowdrift accumlulations have swiftly settled and stabilised, but there
are still isolated danger zones due to the persistent weak layer. Faceted weak layers can fracture
most likely on shady high altitude slopes. Due to the shallow snow depths and melt-freeze encrusted,
icy surfaces the risks of taking a fall need much attentiveness.

Snowpack structure
The thin fresh snow has settled quickly, bonded to the old snow. As a result of the rain, snow beneath
the snowfall level has become moist and melt-freeze encrusted. Atop embedded melt-freeze crusts
there are faceted crystals which form a potential weak layer, most pronounced in shady high-altitude
terrain. Otherwise the snow depths are extremely below average. In icy ridgeline and summit zones
there is a higher risk of taking a fall.

Weather
On Saturday, fogbanks can form, but the sunshine will quickly reign and only thin cloudbanks will pass
through. Winds will be southwesterly, blowing at light to moderate strength, also at brisk velocity
from the Gurktal Alps to the Koralm-Speick starting at midday. Very mild: 4-7 degrees at 2000 m.

Outlook
On Sunday, sunshine. From Gurktal Alps, heavy clouds will move in and during the afternoon, also
clouds will move in from the Ausseerland. At 2000 m: dropping to 0 degrees. During the night, clouds
will increase due to a cold front and in southwestern regions light snowfall is possible. Avalanche
danger levels are not expected to change significantly.
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