
Avalanche report from 11.03.2022, 18:00 h by Studeregger Arnold

12.03.2022

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Favorable backcountry touring conditions. Some fresh
snowdrifts on north-facing slopes from southerly foehn
wind.

Gurktaler Alpen, Seetaler Alpen, Stub- und Gleinalpe, Koralpe, Westliche
Fischbacher Alpen und Grazer Bergland, Östliche Fischbacher Alpen und
Wechselgebiet, Mürztaler Alpen, Seckauer Tauern, Südliche Wölzer Tauern,
Schladminger Tauern Süd, Schladminger Tauern Nord, Dachsteingebiet,
Totes Gebirge, Nördliche Wölzer Tauern, Rottenmanner Tauern, Ennstaler
Alpen, Eisenerzer Alpen, Hochschwabgebiet, Mürzsteger Alpen
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in shady and high-alpine terrain

Favorable conditions for backcountry tours continue
Low danger prevails in Styria. Isolated avalanche prone locations occur on N-facing slopes, where
there is a persistent weak layer (deeply embedded). A slab avalanche triggering on extremely steep
shady slopes cannot be ruled out. Avoid zones below glide cracks, due to possible gliding movement
of the entire snowpack.

Snowpack structure
Along the Niedere Tauern and Northern Alps the compact old snowpack is melt-freeze encrusted and,
depending on aspect, more or less capable of bearing loads. While sunny slopes have firn snow,
shady slopes have hardened, often icy surfaces. Atop them in wind-protected zones is often loose
powder, mostly without bonding to the old snowpack beneath. On sunny slopes the snowpack’s
gliding movements are increasing. Glide cracks are red flags of this movement.
South of the Mur-Mürz Rift the snowpack is also stable, snow depths are meagre. Melt-freeze and wind
crusts tend to dominate.

Weather
Saturday will be splendidly sunny throughout the mountains. The air is extremely dry, thus, the
visibility will be outstanding. On the southern flank of the Alps it remains quite cold, in the Northern
Alps it is milder due to foehn wind influence. At 2000 m: between -6 degrees on Hochwechsel and +1
degree on the Tauplitz.
Sunday: sunshine all day long, azure skies, excellent visibility, not very cold.

Outlook
Little change in the current avalanche situation, the favorable conditions will continue.
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