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16.02.2022 through 17.02.2022

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Extremely stormy, often variable mountain weather -
Caution urged towards trigger-sensitive drifts and wet snow

1400 m
Östliche Fischbacher Alpen und Wechselgebiet, Westliche Fischbacher Alpen
und Grazer Bergland, Mürztaler Alpen, Stub- und Gleinalpe, Koralpe, Seetaler
Alpen, Gurktaler Alpen

forestline
Totes Gebirge, Schladminger Tauern Nord, Nördliche Wölzer Tauern,
Rottenmanner Tauern, Ennstaler Alpen, Hochschwabgebiet, Mürzsteger
Alpen, Eisenerzer Alpen, Seckauer Tauern, Südliche Wölzer Tauern,
Schladminger Tauern Süd, Dachsteingebiet
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Östliche Fischbacher Alpen und Wechselgebiet,
Westliche Fischbacher Alpen und Grazer Bergland,
Mürztaler Alpen, Stub- und Gleinalpe, Koralpe,
Seetaler Alpen, Gurktaler Alpen

1400 m

distant from ridges, down to
forested zones

hefty warmth impulse

Moderate avalanche danger - caution urged towards snowdrift-problem
and wet-snow problem
Due to intensifying SW winds, fresh snow from Tuesday was transported to shady leeward slopes and
is now prone to triggering. Due to stormy NW winds, fresh snowdrift accumulations are now being
generated near to and distant from ridglines in all aspects. Particularly on W/N/E facing slopes and in
gullies and bowls, even minimum additional loading can trigger a slab avalanche. On steep shady
slopes avalanches can fracture down to deeper layers and grow to large size.
Due to higher temperatures and solar radiation, fresh layers on steep slopes can naturally trigger as a
wet-snow avalanche. On steep slopes with smooth ground, glide-snow avalanches can release. On
exposed slopes it is hard and icy, danger of being forced to take a fall.

Snowpack structure
Wherever there was little wind impact on Sunday when the snow fell, but which was then transported
by brisk SW winds to shady slopes, the bonding to the often loose, soft snowpack is insufficient. Also,
due to stormy NW winds, fresh snowdrift accumulations are being generated, deposited atop still
loose old snow and thus, prone to triggering. In addition, there are still weak layers inside the old
snow (faceted crystals near crusts) which can be triggered, particularly in very steep terrain. On
sunny slopes and at lower altitudes the fresh snow has often bonded well with the old snowpack.
Warmth, solar radiation and rainfall will further moisten the snowpack and destabilize it. This could
lead to wet-snow - and, in the case of it becoming thoroughly wet - to glide-snow avalanches. Exposed
terrain are often hardened, due to weather, in places they are icy.

Weather
Wedged between a high over the Iberian peninsula and a low over northern Europe, a stormy NW air
current is building up in the Eastern Alps. In the barrier cloud regions of the Northern Alps the
mountains will disappear into fog and clouds. A cold front in the afternoon can bring repeated bouts of
rain, snow, graupel. In between there will be sunny phases. The southern flank of the Alps will have
better weather conditions, mostly sunny and only brief showers. The NW to W wind will reach storm
strength, even gale-strength in exposed terrain. Temperature at middday still high. At 2000 m: 0 to
+4 degrees, then dropping by evening. At 1500 m from +2 to +7 degrees before the drop.
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Outlook
On Friday the stormy winds will slacken off, as of midday the air current will shift to southwesterly,
though winds in the rimline massifs will intensify somewhat. As a result of the next warm front it will
become extremely mild up to high altitudes by evening. Variably cloudy, but mostly dry. Avalanche
danger could relax somewhat due to the warmth, but in the afternoon the danger levels of moist-
snow avalanches will rise again in steep terrain.



Avalanche report from 16.02.2022, 17:59 h by Gernot Zenkl

16.02.2022 through 17.02.2022

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Totes Gebirge, Schladminger Tauern Nord, Nördliche
Wölzer Tauern, Rottenmanner Tauern, Ennstaler
Alpen, Hochschwabgebiet, Mürzsteger Alpen,
Eisenerzer Alpen, Seckauer Tauern, Südliche Wölzer
Tauern, Schladminger Tauern Süd, Dachsteingebiet

forestline

distant from ridgelines down to
forest zones, easily triggered

hefty warmth impulse, due to
rainfall

Considerable avalanche danger - caution urged towards snowdrift-
problem and wet-snow problem
Due to intensifying SW winds, fresh snow from Tuesday was transported to shady leeward slopes and
is now prone to triggering. Due to stormy NW winds, fresh snowdrift accumulations are now being
generated near to and distant from ridglines in all aspects. Particularly on W/N/E facing slopes and in
gullies and bowls, even minimum additional loading can trigger a slab avalanche. On steep shady
slopes avalanches can fracture down to deeper layers and grow to large size.
Due to higher temperatures and solar radiation, fresh layers on steep slopes can naturally trigger as a
wet-snow avalanche. On steep slopes with smooth ground, glide-snow avalanches can release. On
exposed slopes it is hard and icy, danger of being forced to take a fall.

Snowpack structure
Wherever there was little wind impact on Sunday when the snow fell, but which was then transported
by brisk SW winds to shady slopes, the bonding to the often loose, soft snowpack is insufficient. Also,
due to stormy NW winds, fresh snowdrift accumulations are being generated, deposited atop still
loose old snow and thus, prone to triggering. In addition, there are still weak layers inside the old
snow (faceted crystals near crusts) which can be triggered, particularly in very steep terrain. On
sunny slopes and at lower altitudes the fresh snow has often bonded well with the old snowpack.
Warmth, solar radiation and rainfall will further moisten the snowpack and destabilize it. This could
lead to wet-snow - and, in the case of it becoming thoroughly wet - to glide-snow avalanches. Exposed
terrain are often hardened, due to weather, in places they are icy.

Weather
Wedged between a high over the Iberian peninsula and a low over northern Europe, a stormy NW air
current is building up in the Eastern Alps. In the barrier cloud regions of the Northern Alps the
mountains will disappear into fog and clouds. A cold front in the afternoon can bring repeated bouts of
rain, snow, graupel. In between there will be sunny phases. The southern flank of the Alps will have
better weather conditions, mostly sunny and only brief showers. The NW to W wind will reach storm
strength, even gale-strength in exposed terrain. Temperature at middday still high. At 2000 m: 0 to
+4 degrees, then dropping by evening. At 1500 m from +2 to +7 degrees before the drop.
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Outlook
On Friday the stormy winds will slacken off, as of midday the air current will shift to southwesterly,
though winds in the rimline massifs will intensify somewhat. As a result of the next warm front it will
become extremely mild up to high altitudes by evening. Variably cloudy, but mostly dry. Avalanche
danger could relax somewhat due to the warmth, but in the afternoon the danger levels of moist-
snow avalanches will rise again in steep terrain.
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