Avalanche report from 05.12.2021, 18:00 h by Studeregger Arnold
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Fresh snowdrift accumulations!

é\ Dachsteingebiet, Totes Gebirge, Ennstaler Alpen, Eisenerzer Alpen,
/ 1 \timberline Rottenmanner Tauern, Nérdliche Wélzer Tauern, Schladminger Tauern Nord,
Schladminger Tauern Siid, Gurktaler Alpen, Seetaler Alpen, Sudliche Wolzer
Tauern, Koralpe, Stub- und Gleinalpe, Seckauer Tauern

75N Murzsteger Alpen, Hochschwabgebiet

/ 2 \
] \\timberline

Westliche Fischbacher Alpen und Grazer Bergland, Ostliche Fischbacher
Alpen und Wechselgebiet, Mlrztaler Alpen
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Snowdrift problem at high altitude

Avalanche danger is considerable above the timberline in the regions of Dachstein, Totes Gebirge,
Niedere Tauern as far as Koralpe. Avalanche prone locations are found in eastern and northern
aspects. Good areas (unbonded cold powder) and treacherous areas (wind-loaded slopes) lie
immediately adjacent to each other. Wherever snowdrifts were deposited, the likelihood of slabs
triggering is high. Older snowdrift accumulations and freshly generated drifts can be triggered even
by minimum additional loading. The released slab can fracture down to more deeply embedded
layers.

Snowpack structure

There has been 20-30 cm of fresh snow registered in the region, deposited on a layer of surface hoar.
On leeward slopes there is significantly more consolidated snow.

However, there are also areas where the snow is loosely-packed. The old snowpack is weakened
deeper down by soft and hard layers.

Weather

In icy temperatures, light snowfall in the Northern Alps is expected during the morning. Thereafter,
cloud cover and fog will gradually disperse. On the southern flank of the Alps, sunny and dry weather
will set in during the morning. The sharp, cold northwesterly wind will slacken off during the course of
the day. At 2000 m: -9 degrees.

Outlook
No significant change in avalanche danger levels is expected.
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20 cm of fresh snow

Avalanche prone locations are found in eastern and southern aspects. Older snowdrift accumulations
and freshly generated drifted masses can be triggered even by minimum additional loading.
Generally, Size-2 avalanches are anticipated.

Snowpack structure

There has been 20 cm of fresh snow deposited on top of surface hoar or atop a hardened old
snowpack surface. At high altitudes in northern and eastern aspects, older snowdrift accumulations lie
deposited on a softened layer. In the Hochschwab region there is significantly less snow, compared to
Niedere Tauern.

Weather

In icy temperatures, light snowfall in the Northern Alps during the morning. Thereafter, cloud cover
and fog will gradually disperse. On the southern flank of the Alps, sunny and dry weather will set in
during the morning. The sharp, cold northwesterly wind will slacken off during the course of the day.
At 2000 m: -9 degrees.

Outlook
No significant change in avalanche danger levels is expected.
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Some fresh snow

Avalanche danger is low. Isolated avalanche prone locations lie behind abrupt changes in the terrain.
Ridgeline zones require particular caution. A slab triggering cannot be ruled out.

Snowpack structure

Over the last 24 hours there has been up to 20 cm fresh snow registered in the region. At lower
altitudes the meadows were blanketed, at intermediate altitudes the snow was deposited on top of a
settled old snowpack. In places, the snow was deposited atop surface hoar (and now blankets it).

Weather
In the morning, clouds and fog will disperse. On the southern flank of the Alps, dry and sunny weather
will gradually prevail. The sharp, cold NW wind will slacken of during the course of the day. At 2000m:
-9 degrees.

Outlook
No significant change in avalanche danger levels is expected.

Translated by Jeffrey McCabe, www.creativtrans.com
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