Avalanche report from 08.04.2021, 18:00 h by Podesser Alexander
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Considerable avalanche danger due to snowdrift threat at
high altitudes in Northern Alps and Niedere Tauern

3 \ Dachsteingebiet, Totes Gebirge, Schladminger Tauern, Nérdliche Wolzer
2 \timberline Tauern, Rottenmanner Tauern, Ennstaler Alpen, Seckauer Tauern, Sidliche
Wolzer Tauern, Hochschwabgebiet, Eisenerzer Alpen, Mirzsteger Alpen
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Considerable avalanche danger above treeline due to fresh snowdrifts

Villachz

Avalanche prone locations have increased in number. Caution is urged towards the brittle snowdrifts
at high altitudes which have been deposited primarily on E-S facing slopes. Also in other aspects,
wind-impacted snow has increased, particularly behind protruberances and in gullies and bowls. In
rough terrain, small-to-medium loose-snow avalanches can be expected. Also slab avalanches can
release naturally due to impulses from daytime warming, solar radiation.

Snowpack structure

Atop a moist sunny-slope snowpack fundament (on shady slopes with very few reserves of cold) there
has been lots of fresh snow registered since the evening of Easter Monday. In the classic northern
barrier cloud regions of Northern Alps: 50 cm; near the Niedere Tauern: 25 cm. While storm-strength
winds blew summits, combs and ridges free of snow, in leeward slopes there were immense snowdrift
accumulations deposited. The cold fresh snow is bonding poorly with the old snowpack surface which
in the interim has formed an ice crust. Inside the fresh drifts, weak layers are embedded in the form
of triggerable snow or graupel. As a result of the forecast improvement in weather conditions and
higher temperatures, the fresh snow will swiftly settle on sunny slopes, on shady slopes the process
will progress only slowly.

Weather

By Friday the high-altitude jetstream will shift to southwesterly, thereby bringing milder air masses
our way. Nighttime skies are expected to clear; tomorrow morning, skies are expected to be
cloudless. In the afternoon, some high-altitude harmless clouds will pass through. Winds could be
strong, particularly in the rimline mountain ranges. Temperatures at midday at 2000 m will reach 0
degrees; at 1500 m, +5 degrees

Outlook

Approaching weather conditions will be quite favourable and pleasant, lots of sunshine and
temperatures up to +2 degrees at 2000 m. Thus, the snow will be able to settle adequately.
Avalanche danger will decrease.
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Low avalanche danger due to quite isolated snowdrift patches

Quite contrary to northern barrier cloud regions of Upper Styria, only scattered snow showers will
reach the southern mountain ranges. But winds have been stormy also here, thus, freshly generated
snowdrift accumulations cannot be ruled out. Avalanche prone locations with minor fracture depths
are found only in isolated cases, for example, behind protruberances or in leeward terrain of ridges
and combs.

Snowpack structure

As a result of very cold air masses, the moist snowpack (at low altitudes, wet) has regained some
firmness. The snowpack surfaces are melt-freeze encrusted, sometimes ice-encrusted, atop of that in
some places there has been a layer of fresh snow deposited. Snowdrift accumulation is limited, due to
the small amount of fresh snow.

Weather

By Friday the jetstream will shift to southwesterly, thereby milder air masses will be delivered to the
Alps. Tonight the skies will clear up, tomorrow morning skies will be cloudless to start with. As midday
approaches, some high-altituide clouds will pass through from the southwest. Winds will slacken off
starting at midday, particularly in the Seetal and Koralpe Alps. Temperatures at midday will reach -1
degree; at 1500 m, +3 degrees.

Outlook
The conditions to follow over the weekend will be quite favourable, with lots of sunshine and
temperatures of +2 °C at 2000m. Avalanche danger will remain low.

Translated by Jeffrey McCabe, www.creativtrans.com
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