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Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Snowpack regains firmness due to lower temperatures.
Fresh drift in northern barrier cloud regions.

timberline
Dachsteingebiet, Totes Gebirge, Ennstaler Alpen, Hochschwabgebiet,
Mürzsteger Alpen, Schladminger Tauern, Nördliche Wölzer Tauern,
Rottenmanner Tauern, Südliche Wölzer Tauern, Seckauer Tauern, Eisenerzer
Alpen

Gurktaler Alpen

Seetaler Alpen, Stub- und Gleinalpe, Koralpe, Östliche Fischbacher Alpen und
Wechselgebiet
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timberline

Moderate avalanche danger above treeline due to fresh drifts
As a result of sustained cold the applicable wet-snow avalanche threat has receded in significance, To
an increasing degree, fresh snowdrifts will now lie in the foreground of the problems. These have
accumulated anew since Holy Saturday as a result of stormy winds, deposited on E-S facing slopes,
but also in other aspects, particularly behind protruberances. Further snowdrifts can be expected to
form on Easter Sunday. Despite the lower temperatures, isolated glide-snow avalanches are possible
on steep grassy slopes. In shady high-altitude terrain the old-snow threat persists.

Snowpack structure
Following the high temperatures of the last two days, conditions on Good Friday have changed: the
cold air masses have caused temperatures to plummet in high alpine regions (up to 15 degrees
lower). This will bring about massive cooling of the snowpack layering, quite favourable all in all, the
moist-to-thoroughly-wet snowpack as regained firmness. On Holy Saturday the forecast amounts of
precipitation and storm-strength winds will generate fresh snowdrift patches. Weak layers can occur
primarily through intermediate sheets of graupel in the snowpack.

Weather
On Easter Sunday along the northern flank of the Alps, dense low-lying clouds will persist, final snow
showers are possible. At latest at midday, intermittently sunny weather will come to the fore, winds
slacken off, temperatures at midday at 2000 m reach -8 degrees; at 1500 m, -3 degrees.

Outlook
On Easter Monday, initially sunny weather will reign, often cloudless skies, and mild. In late morning,
clouds will move in from the west, becoming heavier in the afternoon. Light winds will intensify. On
Monday night, up to 10 cm of fresh snow is expected. On Tuesday, temperatures at 2000 m, will be
up to 15 degrees lower the the day before. The cold weather will last at least until Thursday.
Icy temperatures, repeated bouts of fresh snowfall, stormy winds: avalanche danger will increase.
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Gurktaler Alpen

Still low danger due to wet-snow avalanches
After nocturnal cooling, the wet-snow threat is decreasing in significance, but wet-snow triggerings
cannot be ruled out. The more relevant fresh snow has not yet arrived. Thus, in spite of winds, fresh
snowdrifts have not yet been generated.

Snowpack structure
After recent days of high temperature, Good Friday was colder. This cooling had a beneficial effect on
snowpack layering, the wet snowpack thus regained some of its forfeited firmness.

Weather
On Easter Sunday in the course of the day, intermittently sunny weather will take over in the Gurktal
Alps. It will remain quite windy. Temperatures at midday at 2000 m: -5 degrees; at 1500 m: -1
degree.

Outlook
Easter Monday will begin with cloudless skies, light winds, mild temperatures. In the afternoon, heavy
cloud will move in from the west, winds intensify. On Monday night, light snowfall is anticipated. On
Tuesday, temperatures will plummet as much as 10 degrees.
No change to start with.
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Seetaler Alpen, Stub- und Gleinalpe, Koralpe,
Östliche Fischbacher Alpen und Wechselgebiet

Still low danger due to wet-snow avalanches
Low avalanche danger prevails, some last triggerings due to wet-snow or moist-snow cannot be ruled
out (since the snowpack is still so wet).

Snowpack structure
After recent days of high temperatures and some rainfall on Good Friday, temperatures have
dropped. This is beneficial for the snowpack layering, forfeited firmness can be thereby regained.

Weather
On Easter Sunday in the course of the day, intermittently sunny weather will take over in the Seetal
Alps and rimline ranges. Winds will slacken off. Temperatures at midday at 2000 m: -8 degrees; at
1500 m: -3 degrees.

Outlook
Easter Monday will begin with cloudless skies, light winds, mild temperatures. In the afternoon, heavy
cloud will move in from the west, winds intensify. On Monday night, light snowfall is anticipated. On
Tuesday, temperatures will descend as much as 10 degrees.
No significant change in avalanche danger is expected to start with.
Translated by Jeffrey McCabe, www.creativtrans.com

http://www.creativtrans.com

