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Less cold, showpack settling only slowly. Icy / melt-freeze
encrusted old snowpack, with mostly thin layer on top.
Acute danger of forced falls.

2/ Totes Gebirge, Ennstaler Alpen, Hochschwabgebiet, Miirzsteger Alpen,
1\ timberline Dachsteingebiet, Schladminger Tauern, Nérdliche Wdlzer Tauern,
Rottenmanner Tauern, Eisenerzer Alpen, Sidliche Wdlzer Tauern, Seckauer
Tauern, Gurktaler Alpen, Seetaler Alpen
2/ Miirztaler Alpen, Ostliche Fischbacher Alpen und Wechselgebiet, Westliche
1 \\Vt|mberl|ne Fischbacher Alpen und Grazer Bergland, Stub- und Gleinalpe, Koralpe
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Slow settling of cold powder/snowdrifts on sunny slopes. Acute danger of
forced falls on icy or melt-freeze encrusted ridges, steep slopes, gullies.

Persistent N/NE winds over recent days have wind-loaded southern aspects. Avalanche prone
locations are small, easily visible, drifts often poorly bonded and shallow. Especially transitions from
shallow to deep snow can trigger slab avalanches (usually by large, sometimes minimum additional
loading). Old-snow problem is added to that: in deeper layers of the snowpack (persistent on shady
slopes at high altitude) triggerings are possible. On wind-exposed, icy ridges and in extremely
steep terrain with hardened, icy surfaces, acute danger of forced falls! Several accidents
have recently occurred.

Snowpack structure

Apart from shady-slope old snow problems in the fundament, the snowpack at high altitude is
generally compact, starkly melt-freeze encrusted and thus, capable of bearing loads. Since last
Monday, repeated bouts of transportable fresh snow have arrived, then been transported to form
brittle snowdrift accumulations which are often poorly bonded with the old snowpack. At high
altitudes, thin drifted masses alternate with windblown, hardened layers. Also at lower altitudes, the
snow has hardened through recent low temperatures, but still has a thin layer of powder atop it. As a
result of slightly higher temperatures. this layer is slowly beginning to settle.

Weather

On Monday, very sunny weather will dominate once again. In the course of the afternoon, clouds and
a warm front will move in from the west. Temperatures will rise slightly at all altitudes, rising in the
western ranges at 2000 m to -6 degrees by midday; at 1500 m to -2 degrees; in the eastern ranges it
will remain noticeably colder (-9 to -5 degrees). Winds will be light from westerly directions.

Outlook

On Tuesday, mountains will often be shrouded in clouds, snow showers will hamper visibility, the
snowfall level will lie at 800 m. In the afternoon, visibility will improve, accompanied by a few sunny
phases. A brisk NW wind will be blowing, stronger in high alpine regions. Avalanche danger levels are
not expected to change significantly.
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Small wind-loaded zones near ridgelines

Above the timberline, moderate danger prevails; otherwise low avalanche danger. Stormy winds since
Thursday from varying directions have generated fresh snowdrift accumulations mostly in southern
aspects. Distribution of the shallow drifts is over small-spread areas.

Snowpack structure

Atop a hardened, superficially melt-freeze encrusted compact old snowpack surface, there was 10 cm
of cold, loose fresh snow deposited, irregularly distributed by storm-strength northerly winds.
Windblown surfaces alternate with small wind-loaded zones, dunes, cornices. But the brittle drifts are
poorly bonded with the melt-freeze crdust, a very soft weak layer is weakening the bonding of the
fundament.

Weather

On Monday, sunny winter weather will dominate. In the course of the afternoon, clouds and a warm
front will move in from the west. Temperatures will rise slightly at all altitudes. At midday at 2000 m,
to -9 degrees; at 1500 m, to -7 degrees. Winds will be light from westerly directions.

Outlook

On Monday night, cloud cover will move in and minor snowfall is possible, the snowfall level at 600 m.
Winds will be westerly to northwesterly, intensifying during the course of the day on Tuesday.
Avalanche danger levels are not expected to change significantly.

Translated by Jeffrey McCabe, www.creativtrans.com
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