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25.01.2021

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

new snow wind drifted
snow

old snow wet snow persistent
weak layer

no problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Old-snow problem on shady slopes, fresh snowdrifts on east
and south-facing slopes

forestline
Dachsteingebiet, Totes Gebirge, Ennstaler Alpen,
Rottenmanner Tauern, Nördliche Wölzer Tauern,
Schladminger Tauern, Gurktaler Alpen, Südliche
Wölzer Tauern

Hochschwabgebiet, Eisenerzer Alpen, Seckauer
Tauern, Seetaler Alpen, Stub- und Gleinalpe,
Koralpe

timberline
Mürztaler Alpen, Mürzsteger Alpen, Östliche
Fischbacher Alpen und Wechselgebiet, Westliche
Fischbacher Alpen und Grazer Bergland
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Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

new snow wind drifted
snow

old snow wet snow persistent
weak layer

no problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Dachsteingebiet, Totes Gebirge, Ennstaler Alpen,
Rottenmanner Tauern, Nördliche Wölzer Tauern,
Schladminger Tauern, Gurktaler Alpen, Südliche
Wölzer Tauern

forestline

in shady and high-alpine terrain

above treeline

Snowdrift + Old-snow problem above treeline. Considerable avalanche
danger.
From the Dachsetin over Schladming and Wölz Tauern to Turrach, considerable avalanche danger
prevails above the treeline Freshly generated, trigger-sensitive snowdrift accumulations are found
primarly in east and south-facing aspects, weak layers inside the snowpack in northern and eastern
aspects. Triggering a slab avalanche is possible even by minimum additional loading. Avalanches can
fracture down to deeper layers on shady slopes, and then grow to unusually large size.

Snowpack structure
The snow depths of cold, loosely-packed fresh snow from Saturday are increasing from 5 to 25 cm,
from northern to southern massifs. During a night of clear skies on Sunday, surface hoar can form on
wind-protected slopes, subsequently covered by fresh snowdreifts. Older weak layers of faceted
crystals and ground-level depth hoar is found in general on shady slopes at higher altitudes.

Weather
Following a night of clear skies, cloud cover will move in during the morning hours, and snowfall will
set in during the afternoon in the Northern Alps and Niedrere Tauern. Further to the south, only
intermittent snow showers will pass through. Brisk W/NW winds will be blowing. Temperatures at
midday will reach -11 degrees at 2000 m at midday and -7 degrees at 1500 m.

Outlook
On Tuesday, higher peaks will be shrouded in fog, snowfall is expected primarily in the Northern Alps,
amid low temperatures and, in places, storm-strength winds from northwest to west. The cold snow
and fresh snowdrift accumulations wil assure the unfavourable snowdrift situation will persist.
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new snow wind drifted
snow

old snow wet snow persistent
weak layer

no problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Hochschwabgebiet, Eisenerzer Alpen, Seckauer
Tauern, Seetaler Alpen, Stub- und Gleinalpe, Koralpe

in gullies and steep bowls,
behind protruberances, near
ridgelines

on shady and high-alpine
slopes

Snowdrift problem, old-snow problem. Moderate avalanche danger.
From Hochschwab over Seckau Alps to the Seetal Alps, Gleinalpe, Stubalpe, Koralpe, moderate
avalanche danger persists. Most avalanche prone locations are found on very steep N/E facing slopes.
As further snow transport takes place, also south-facing slopes can be covered with drifts of trigger-
sensitive snow. Triggering a slab avalanches is possible even by minimum additional loading.

Snowpack structure
Snow depths of loosely-packed, cold fresh snow from Saturday amounted to 15 cm in the Ennstal
Alps, to 30 cm between Hochschwab and the Styrian rimline ranges. During a night of clear skies
(Saturday night) the wind-protected areas generated surface hoar which was then covered by freshly
generated snowdrift accumulations. Older weak layers of faceted crystals and ground-level depth
hoar are found generally on shady slopes at higher altitudes.

Weather
Following a night of clear skies, cloud cover is moving in from the west during the morning hours. In
the afternoon along the Niedere Tauern, light snowfall will set in. From Seetal Alps to the Koralpe,
brief snow showers will pass through. Brisk W/NW winds will be blowing. Temperature at 2000 m at
midday: -11 degrees; at 1500 m, -7 degrees.

Outlook
On Tuesday, occasional sunshine. Amid low temperatures, storm-strength westerly-to-northwesterly
winds will be blowing in some places. As a result of the cold fresh snow and freshly generated
snowdrifts, an unfavourable snowdrift situation will come about.
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new snow wind drifted
snow

old snow wet snow persistent
weak layer

no problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Mürztaler Alpen, Mürzsteger Alpen, Östliche
Fischbacher Alpen und Wechselgebiet, Westliche
Fischbacher Alpen und Grazer Bergland

timberline

thin, small snowdrift masses

on shady and high-alpine
slopes

Old-snow problem on north and east-facing slopes, fresh snowdrifts on
east and south-facing slopes
From the Mürzsteg Alps over Stuhleck into the Graz mountains, moderate avalanche danger prevails
above the treeline. Danger zones are small, distributed over limited space, mostly in ridgeline terrain,
particularly in northern and eastern aspects, as wind-impact continues also on south-facing slopes.

Snowpack structure
The soft/moist snowpack created by mild temperatures over the last few days has now become melt-
freeze encrusted due to lower temperatures and winds. On top if it lies (relatively well bonded) about
15-25 cm of cold, loosely-packed fresh snow. Overnight, surface hoar can form in many places which
will be blanketed by fresh snow especially on east to south-facing slopes. Older, still trigger-sensitive
snowdrifts lie atop an expansively metamorphosed, weakened snowpack layer only on shady slopes.

Weather
On Sunday night, clouds will disperse temporarily, then on Monday cloud cover will move in during the
daytime again. Minor snowfall is expected along the Mürzsteg Alps in the northern regions, amid brisk
W/NW winds. Temperatures at midday at 2000 m will be -10 degrees, at 1500 m, -7 degrees.

Outlook
On Tuesday, sunshine will be intermittent. At low temperatures, stormy W/NW winds will be blowing in
places. As a result of the cold fresh snow and freshly generated snowdrifts, the unfavourable
snowdrift situation is expected to persist.


