Avalanche report from 25.12.2020, 11:15 h
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Poor visibility, fresh snowdrifts
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At high altitudes moderate avalanche danger due to fresh drifts

Moderate avalanche danger prevails above 1800 m due to fresh snowdrifts. This applies mostly to

ridgeline terrain in NE-E-S aspects, in isolated cases a small-to-medium size slab avalanche can be
triggered even by minimum additional loading. Poor visibility makes avalanche danger assessment
on-site more difficult.

Snowpack structure

Along the Northern Alps and on north-facing slopes of the Niedere Tauern there is too little snow for
this juncture of the season. Rainfall up to high altitudes plus high temperatures have softened the
snowpack. Atop this, 20-25 cm of fresh snow and drifts have been depsited, initially well bonded with
the moist old snowpack. But inside the fresh snows are weak layers (snowdrift problem). At high
altitudes, far above 2000 m and particularly on north-facing slopes, weak layers are evident inside the
old snowpack and in transitions to the old snow (surface hoar, depth hoar).

Weather

Following a marked drop in temperatures on 24.12, on Christmas Day at 2000 m the temperature will
be -8 degrees, with a tendency to drop furether. Moderate to strong northerly winds will prevail.
Cloudy skies all day long, the summits will often be shrouded in cloud, visibility poor. Snowfall is
anticipated down to low lying areas, in the western region mountains up to 25 cm of fresh snow is
expected, less in eastern regions.

Outlook
On Boxing Day, 26.12, the snow showers will round to a close, clouds disperse gradually, but it will
remain cold and strong NW winds will be blowing. Snowdrifts persist as the greatest problem
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Moderate avalanche danger at high altitudes due to fresh snowdrifts

Moderate avalanche danger prevails above 1800 m due to freshly generated drifts. This applies
particularly to ridgeline zones in NE-E-S aspects. In isolated cases, minimum additional loading is
sufficient to trigger a small-to-medium sized slab avalanche. Poor visibility makes avalanche risk
assessment on-site more difficult.

Snowpack structure

On the southern flank of the Niedere Tauern and southwards therefrom, about 20 cm of fresh snow
and drifts lie atop a cohesive, area-wide and stable old snowpack which is moistened up to high
altitudes. The fresh snow will initially bond quite well with it. Inside the fresh snow laye<rs are weak
layers, however (snowdrift problem). At high altitudes (far above 2000 m) there can be surface hoar
between the fresh and the old snow, weakening the snowpack.

Weather

Following a marked drop in temperatures on 24.12. temperatures on Christmas Day will be at -8
degrees at 2000 m, with a tendency to drop further. Moderate to strong northerly winds will prevail.
Skies will be cloudy all day long, the summits shrouded in clouds, visibility poor. Snowfall down to low
lying areas. In the mountains, 25 cm of fresh snow is expected in western regions, somewhat less in
eastern regions.

Outlook
On Boxing Day, the snow showers will come to a close, the clouds gradually disperse. But it will
remain cold and strong-velocity NW winds will be blowing. Snowdrifts remain the persistent problem.
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Low avalanche danger

Low avalanche danger prevails. Only very seld

om in NE aspects at high altitudes are snowdrift

patches triggerable as small-sized slab avalanches. Poor visibility makes avalanche risk assessment

on-site more difficult.

Snowpack structure

In the rimline ranges, Murztal and Murzsteg Alps, the snow is too shallow, the expected amounts of
fresh snow too meagre, to be avalanche relevant.

Weather
Following a marked drop in temperatures on 2
degrees at 2000 m, with a tendency to drop fu
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eastern regions.

Outlook
On Boxing Day the snow showers will come to

now is expected in western regions, somewhat less in

a close, the clouds disperse gradually. It will remain

cold, strong NW winds will be blowing. Avalanche danger will be low.
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