Report from 22.03.2024, 18:00 h by Anna Heuberger
valid until: Saturday, 23.03.2024, 18:00 h
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Fresh trigger-prone snowdrift accumulations in afternoon

GroBvenedigergruppe Nord, Glocknergruppe Nord, Loferer und Leoganger
Steinberge, Goldberggruppe Nord, Goldberggruppe Alpenhauptkamm,
Glocknergruppe Alpenhauptkamm, Grovenedigergruppe Alpenhauptkamm,
Steinernes Meer, Hochkénig, Hagengebirge, Géllstock, Ankogelgruppe, Muhr,
Tennengebirge, Gosaukamm, Niedere Tauern Sid, Oberpinzgauer Grasberge

/N Chiemgauer Alpen, Heutal, Reiteralpe, Osterhorngruppe, Gamsfeldgruppe,
Untersbergstock, Kitzblheler Alpen, Glemmtal, Dientner Grasberge, )
Pongauer Grasberge, Niedere Tauern Nord, Niedere Tauern

Alpenhauptkamm, Nockberge

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions
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Fresh snowdrifts generating as day progresses

Avalanche danger above 1230 m is moderate, below that altitude danger is low.

Fresh snowdrift accumulations can trigger by 1 person above 2300 m on steep shady slopes, releases
mostly small, isolated large-sized. Danger zones will increase as the day unfolds and with ascending
altitude, also distant from ridges, in steep gullies and bowls and behind discontinuities.

Latent danger of glide-snow avalanches persists. In high starting zones, avalanches can reach
medium-to-large size. Avoid zones below glide cracks.

Snowpack structure

During the course of the day on Saturday, fresh snowdrift accumulations will be generated on shady
slopes above 2300 m and be deposited atop loose surfaces. The drifts constitute the slab and near-
surface soft layers (graupel, decomposed snow) serve as the weak layer. More deeply embedded
weak layers of faceted crystals near crusts are triggerable only in isolated cases.

Wherever the snowpack was already moist (up to 2200 m, higher on sunny slopes) a melt-freeze crust
capable of bearing loads will form during the nighttime hours. In early morning there will be firn snow.

Weather

In the early part of the night, clouds are heavy, after midnight clouds will disperse.

On Saturday a marked cold front will move in. In early morning skies will be clear, later clouds will
move in, bringing heavy showers, storm-strength winds. In the Northern Alps, gusts of 80-100 km/hr
are expected, in exposed terrain more. From Tennengebirge southwards, winds will be weaker, but
still reach 100 km/hr. Snowfall level will drop rapidly, in evening lie at 1000 m. At 2000 m: dropping
from +4 to -2 degrees; at 3000 m: from -3 to -7 degrees. The cold air masses will move more into
northern than into southern regions. All in all: at 1500 m 10-20 cm of fresh snow, more on the Main
Alpine Ridge.

Outlook
At high altitudes, beware freshly generated snowdrift accumulations
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AVOID: small snowdrift accumulations and zones below glide cracks

discontinuities

Avalanche danger is low.

At high altitudes, fresh small snowdrift accumulations will be generated, often triggerable by 1
person. The dnager of falling outweighs that of snow masses.

Latent danger of glide-snow avalanches persists. In high starting zones, avalanches can reach
medium-to-large size. Avoid zones below glide cracks.

Snowpack structure

Fresh drifts will bond well with the old snowpack surface, weak layers can form inside the drifts and
be prone to triggering.

In the nighttime hours a melt-freeze crust capable of bearin loads can form, in the morning there will
be firn snow.

Weather

In the early part of the night, clouds are heavy, after midnight clouds will disperse.

On Saturday a marked cold front will move in. In early morning skies will be clear, later clouds will
move in, bringing heavy showers, storm-strength winds. In the Northern Alps, gusts of 80-100 km/hr
are expected, in exposed terrain more. From Tennengebirge southwards, winds will be weaker, but
still reach 100 km/hr. Snowfall level will drop rapidly, in evening lie at 1000 m. At 2000 m: dropping
from +4 to -2 degrees; at 3000 m: from -3 to -7 degrees. The cold air masses will move more into
northern than into southern regions. All in all: at 1500 m 10-20 cm of fresh snow, more on the Main
Alpine Ridge.

Outlook
Avalanche danger levels are not expected to change significantly.

Translated by Jeffrey McCabe, www.creativtrans.com
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