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22.03.2021

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Fresh snow and strong wind atop unfavourable base

Osterhorngruppe, Gamsfeldgruppe

2000 m
Steinernes Meer, Hochkönig, Hagengebirge, Göllstock, Tennengebirge,
Gosaukamm

1500 m
Untersbergstock, Chiemgauer Alpen, Heutal, Reiteralpe, Loferer und
Leoganger Steinberge, Kitzbüheler Alpen, Glemmtal, Oberpinzgauer
Grasberge, Goldberggruppe Nord, Pongauer Grasberge, Dientner Grasberge,
Niedere Tauern Nord

Großvenedigergruppe Nord, Glocknergruppe Nord, Großvenedigergruppe
Alpenhauptkamm, Glocknergruppe Alpenhauptkamm, Goldberggruppe
Alpenhauptkamm, Niedere Tauern Alpenhauptkamm, Ankogelgruppe, Muhr,
Niedere Tauern Süd

1800 m
Nockberge
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22.03.2021

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Osterhorngruppe, Gamsfeldgruppe

near to and distant from ridges,
also at forest rims and in
wooded lanes

increasing glide-snow activity

Strong winds, easily triggered snowdrifts
Avalanche danger is CONSIDERABLE. On many steep slopes, triggering an avalanche is
possible even by the weight of one single skier, particularly in extended W-S-E aspects and in
gullies in all aspects near to and distant from ridgelines. In wind-exposed zones also at forest rims and
in lower altitude wooded lanes.
In extremely steep terrain, isolated glide-snow avalanches are possible on grassy slopes which
were bare previous to this snowfall. Possibly medium-sized.

Snowpack structure
The fresh snow (up to 30 cm) is much more compact than the last snowfall, it is accompanied by high
wind impact. Since the base consists of cold, loose powder and some hoar, the instability is great. The
heavy snowfall of last week now constitutes a rather homogenous layer with good bonding to the
base beneath it.

Weather
On Monday, visibility will be poor. Snowfall intermittently, in the afternoon a bit of sunshine is
expected. Above the treeline, very strong north winds will be blowing. At 2000 m: -11 degrees. Fresh
snow from Sunday afternoon-to-Monday afternoon: 15-30 cm, depending on altitude.
On Tuesday, improving weather conditions, higher temperatures, slackening winds.

Outlook
Avalanche danger will incrementally decrease over the next few days. As a result of daytime warming
on Tuesday in particular, considerable caution is urged.
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Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Steinernes Meer, Hochkönig, Hagengebirge,
Göllstock, Tennengebirge, Gosaukamm

2000 m

near to and distant from
ridgelines, also at forest rims,
easily triggered above 2000 m

20-40 cm of fresh snow

Caution: very instable snowdrifts
Avalanche danger increases rapidly with ascending altitude. Up to 1500 m danger is MODERATE, up
to 2000 m danger is CONSIDERABLE, above 2000 m danger is HIGH.
Problem: the fresh snowdrifts (which can be easily triggered with increasing altitude) are
likely to trigger on many steep slopes.
This applies to steep slopes in nearly all aspects, particularly in extended W-S-E aspects, and in
gullies. Both near to and distant from ridgelines, both at forest rims and in low-altittude wooded lanes.
Naturally triggered avalanches: medium-sized slabs can trigger naturally. Large-sized avalanches are
unlikely, possible in steep rocky terrain on north-facing slopes.

Snowpack structure
The fresh snow (up to 40 cm) is much more compact than the last snowfall, it is accompanied by
great wind impact. Since the base consists of cold, loose powder and some hoar, the instability is
high. The heavy snowfall of last week now constitutes a rather homogenous layer with good bonding
to the base beneath it.

Weather
On Monday, visibility will be poor. Snowfall intermittently, in the afternoon a bit of sunshine is
expected. Above the treeline, very strong north winds will be blowing. At 2000 m: -11 degrees, at
3000 m, -17 degrees. Fresh snow from Sunday afternoon-to-Monday afternoon: 20-40 cm, depending
on altitude.
On Tuesday, improving weather conditions, higher temperatures, slackening winds.

Outlook
Avalanche danger will incrementally decrease over the next few days. As a result of daytime warming
on Tuesday in particular, considerable caution is urged.
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22.03.2021

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Untersbergstock, Chiemgauer Alpen, Heutal,
Reiteralpe, Loferer und Leoganger Steinberge,
Kitzbüheler Alpen, Glemmtal, Oberpinzgauer
Grasberge, Goldberggruppe Nord, Pongauer
Grasberge, Dientner Grasberge, Niedere Tauern
Nord

1500 m

near to and distant from ridges,
also at forest rims

increasing glide-snow activity

Easily triggered snowdrifts above the treeline
Avalanche danger is CONSIDERABLE. On many steep slopes, triggering an avalanche is
possible even by the weight of one single skier, particularly in extended W-S-E aspects and in
gullies in all aspects near to and distant from ridgelines. In wind-exposed zones also at forest rims and
in lower altitude wooded lanes.
In extremely steep terrain, isolated glide-snow avalanches are possible on grassy slopes which
were bare previous to this snowfall. Possibly medium-sized.

Snowpack structure
The fresh snow (15-25 cm) is much more compact than the last snowfall, it is accompanied by great
wind impact. Since the base consists of cold, loose powder and some hoar, the instability is high. The
heavy snowfall of last week now constitutes a rather homogenous layer with good bonding to the
base beneath it.

Weather
On Monday, visibility will be poor. Snowfall intermittently, in the afternoon a bit of sunshine is
expected. Above the treeline, very strong north winds will be blowing. At 2000 m: -11 degrees. Fresh
snow from Sunday afternoon-to-Monday afternoon: 15-30 cm, depending on altitude.
On Tuesday, improving weather conditions, higher temperatures, slackening winds.

Outlook
Avalanche danger will incrementally decrease over the next few days. As a result of daytime warming
on Tuesday in particular, considerable caution is urged.
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Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Großvenedigergruppe Nord, Glocknergruppe Nord,
Großvenedigergruppe Alpenhauptkamm,
Glocknergruppe Alpenhauptkamm, Goldberggruppe
Alpenhauptkamm, Niedere Tauern Alpenhauptkamm,
Ankogelgruppe, Muhr, Niedere Tauern Süd

near to and distant from ridges,
easily triggered, wide-ranging
in wind-exposed zones

Wide-ranging snowdrifts being generated in wind-exposed zones
Avalanche danger is CONSIDERABLE widespread, including below the treeline.
Triggering a slab avalanche in very steep terrain (near to and distant from ridges) is possible even by
minimum additional loading. In wind-exposed zones (Lungau Tauern valleys) wide-ranging snowdrift
accumulations are being generated even below the treeline and in the high-altitude valleys, mostly in
W-S-E aspects and in steep gullies. Potential slab avalanches are medium-sized, in isolated cases also
large-sized.
In starkly wind-loaded zones and steep rocky terrain, naturally triggered avalanches are also possible
(slabs). Isolated glide-snow avalanches are also possible over grass-covered slopes which were bare
before the recent snowfall.

Snowpack structure
The fresh snow (15-25 cm) is much more compact than the last snowfall, it is accompanied by great
wind impact. Since the base consists of cold, loose powder and some hoar, the instability is high. The
heavy snowfall of last week now constitutes a rather homogenous layer with good bonding to the
base beneath it. In isolated cases there were fractures at the borderlines to the old snow, particularly
in steep S/SE facing slopes above 2200 m.

Weather
On Monday, visibility will be poor. Snowfall intermittently, in the afternoon a bit of sunshine is
expected. Above the treeline, very strong north winds will be blowing. At 2000 m: -11 degrees. Fresh
snow from Sunday afternoon-to-Monday afternoon: 15-30 cm, depending on altitude.
On Tuesday, improving weather conditions, higher temperatures, slackening winds.

Outlook
Avalanche danger will incrementally decrease over the next few days. As a result of daytime warming
on Tuesday in particular, considerable caution is urged.
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New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Nockberge

1800 m

in gullies, leeward slopes, often
easily triggered

Fresh snowdrifts in gullies
Avalanche danger above 1800 m is CONSIDERABLE, below that altitude danger is LOW.
Triggering a slab avalanche is possible even by minimum additional loading, mostly in W-S-E
aspects near to and distant from ridgelines and in steep gullies. Potential slab avalanches are small-
to-medium sized. Avalanche prone locations lie directly adjacent to windblown, hard surface and are
easy to recognize.

Snowpack structure
There was 20-30 cm of powder below 1900 m which was intensively transported by the storm-
strength northerly winds - and continues to be transported. Fresh, sometimes hard snowdrifts are
being generated, deposited in gullies and also on leeward slopes. Elsewhere the terrain is windblown
and hard. The old snowpack beneath is generally stable.

Weather
On Monday, visibility will be poor. Snowfall intermittently, in the afternoon a bit of sunshine is
expected. Above the treeline, very strong north winds will be blowing. At 2000 m: -11 degrees. Fresh
snow from Sunday afternoon-to-Monday afternoon: 15-30 cm, depending on altitude.
On Tuesday, improving weather conditions, higher temperatures, slackening winds.

Outlook
Avalanche danger will incrementally decrease over the next few days.
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