
Avalanche report from 15.03.2021, 18:00 h by Butschek Michael

16.03.2021, morning

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Heavy snowfall on northern flank of the Alps

1500 m
Goldberggruppe Nord, Goldberggruppe Alpenhauptkamm, Niedere Tauern
Alpenhauptkamm, Osterhorngruppe, Gamsfeldgruppe, Untersbergstock,
Chiemgauer Alpen, Heutal, Reiteralpe, Loferer und Leoganger Steinberge,
Kitzbüheler Alpen, Glemmtal, Oberpinzgauer Grasberge, Dientner Grasberge,
Steinernes Meer, Hochkönig, Hagengebirge, Göllstock, Pongauer Grasberge,
Niedere Tauern Nord

1500 m
Großvenedigergruppe Nord, Großvenedigergruppe Alpenhauptkamm,
Glocknergruppe Nord, Glocknergruppe Alpenhauptkamm, Tennengebirge,
Gosaukamm

1600 m
Niedere Tauern Süd, Ankogelgruppe, Muhr, Nockberge



Avalanche report from 15.03.2021, 18:00 h by Butschek Michael

16.03.2021, afternoon

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Starker Schneefall an der Alpennordseite

1500 m

Goldberggruppe Nord, Goldberggruppe Alpenhauptkamm, Niedere
Tauern Alpenhauptkamm, Osterhorngruppe, Gamsfeldgruppe,
Untersbergstock, Chiemgauer Alpen, Heutal, Reiteralpe, Loferer und
Leoganger Steinberge, Kitzbüheler Alpen, Glemmtal, Oberpinzgauer
Grasberge, Dientner Grasberge, Steinernes Meer, Hochkönig,
Hagengebirge, Göllstock, Pongauer Grasberge, Niedere Tauern Nord

2000 m

Großvenedigergruppe Nord, Großvenedigergruppe Alpenhauptkamm,
Glocknergruppe Nord, Glocknergruppe Alpenhauptkamm,
Tennengebirge, Gosaukamm

1600 m

Niedere Tauern Süd, Ankogelgruppe, Muhr, Nockberge



Avalanche report from 15.03.2021, 18:00 h by Butschek Michael

16.03.2021

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Goldberggruppe Nord, Goldberggruppe
Alpenhauptkamm, Niedere Tauern Alpenhauptkamm,
Osterhorngruppe, Gamsfeldgruppe,
Untersbergstock, Chiemgauer Alpen, Heutal,
Reiteralpe, Loferer und Leoganger Steinberge,
Kitzbüheler Alpen, Glemmtal, Oberpinzgauer
Grasberge, Dientner Grasberge, Steinernes Meer,
Hochkönig, Hagengebirge, Göllstock, Pongauer
Grasberge, Niedere Tauern Nord

1500 m

far-reaching snowdrifts, in
gullies of all aspects, distant
from ridgelines, behind
protruberances

fresh snow rapidly increases
with ascending altitude, atop
unfavourable base

Heavy wind impact at high altitudes, often an unfavourable base
Avalanche danger above sparsely wooded zones is CONSIDERABLE, utterly a result of fresh snow and
wind impact. In many places, a medium-sized slab avalanche can be triggered even by the weight of
one single skier. Avalanche prone locations are found on NW-N-E-S facing slopes and in particular
behind protruberances distant from ridgelines. Poor visibility makes assessing avalanche risks on-site
more difficult. Frequency and spread of danger zones increase as the day progresses.
On very steep wind-loaded slopes, naturally triggered medium-to-large sized avalanches are possible.
Released in high altitude zones can develop powder clouds. In outlying terrain, experience in
evaluating avalanche dangers on-site is imperative.

Snowpack structure
Since Saturday evening there has been heavy snowfall, some sunshine in the interims has also been
registered, giving the fresh snow a chance to settle on sunny slopes. The snowfall was accompanied
by strong-to-stormy W/NW winds which extended down to high-altitude wooded zones. Along the
Tauern the fresh snow blankets over the wide-ranging foehn-induced drifts generated on Saturday. As
a result of the very cold fresh snow and heavy wind impact, tension will increase a further notch on
Tuesday. Potential fracture points exist both inside the fresh snowdrifts and in the superficial weak
layers of surface hoar and blanketed-over loosely-packed snow atop melt-freeze crusts which form
the outer rims of the snowpack.

Weather
During the night, persistent and heavy snowfall is expected to continue. During the daytime, poor
visibility and heavy snowfall. By Tuesday evening, 30-50 cm of snowfall is expected in a 24-hour
period. In the Lungau and in particular in the Nockberge, a few sunny intervals are possible; there,
much less snowfall (5-15 cm) is anticipated apart from the Tauern. Winds will be strong to stormy
from west to northwest. At 2000 m: -9 degrees; at 3000 m: -17 degrees.
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16.03.2021

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Outlook
Amid persistently low temperatures and wind influence, snowfall from the north will continue on
Wednesday, thereby continuing the already tense avalanche situation.



Avalanche report from 15.03.2021, 18:00 h by Butschek Michael

16.03.2021, morning

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Großvenedigergruppe Nord, Großvenedigergruppe
Alpenhauptkamm, Glocknergruppe Nord,
Glocknergruppe Alpenhauptkamm, Tennengebirge,
Gosaukamm

1500 m

heavy snowfall, rapidly
increasing fresh snow with
ascending altitude

distant from ridgelines, in
gullies, steep bowls, wide-
ranging drifts

Increasing danger from naturally triggered avalanches
Avalanche danger above sparsely wooded zones is CONSIDERABLE, rising to HIGH at high altitudes
during the course of the day. In steep terrain the triggering of a slab avalanche is increasingly likely
even by minimum additional loading. Avalanche prone locations are found in gullies in all aspects, on
steep NW-N-E-S facing slopes and in particular behind protruberances distant from ridgelines. Poor
visibility makes assessing avalanche risks on-site more difficult.
On very steep wind-loaded slopes, naturally triggered medium-to-large sized avalanches are possible.
Released in high altitude zones can develop powder clouds and plummet to long runout zones. In
outlying terrain, conditions are unfavourable; experience in evaluating avalanche dangers on-site as
well as knowledge of local terrain is imperative, since avalanches can threaten even from spots in the
terrain which are not visible.

Snowpack structure
Since Saturday evening there has been heavy snowfall, some sunshine in the interims has also been
registered, giving the fresh snow a chance to settle on sunny slopes. The snowfall was accompanied
by strong-to-stormy W/NW winds which extended down to high-altitude wooded zones. Along the
Tauern the fresh snow blankets over the wide-ranging foehn-induced drifts generated on Saturday. As
a result of the very cold fresh snow and heavy wind impact, tension will increase a further notch on
Tuesday. Potential fracture points exist both inside the fresh snowdrifts and in the superficial weak
layers of surface hoar and blanketed-over loosely-packed snow atop melt-freeze crusts which form
the outer borders of the snowpack.

Weather
During the night, persistent and heavy snowfall is expected to continue. During the daytime, poor
visibility and heavy snowfall. By Tuesday evening, 50-70 cm of snowfall is expected in a 24-hour
period. Winds will be strong to stormy from west to northwest. At 2000 m: -9 degrees; at 3000 m: -17
degrees.

Outlook
Amid persistently low temperatures and wind influence, snowfall from the north will continue on
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Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Wednesday, thereby continuing the already tense avalanche situation.



Avalanche report from 15.03.2021, 18:00 h by Butschek Michael

16.03.2021, afternoon

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Großvenedigergruppe Nord, Großvenedigergruppe
Alpenhauptkamm, Glocknergruppe Nord,
Glocknergruppe Alpenhauptkamm, Tennengebirge,
Gosaukamm

2000 m

heavy snowfall, rapidly
increasing fresh snow with
ascending altitude

distant from ridgelines, in
gullies, steep bowls, wide-
ranging drifts

Increasing danger from naturally triggered avalanches
Avalanche danger above sparsely wooded zones is CONSIDERABLE, rising to HIGH at high altitudes
during the course of the day. In steep terrain the triggering of a slab avalanche is increasingly likely
even by minimum additional loading. Avalanche prone locations are found in gullies in all aspects, on
steep NW-N-E-S facing slopes and in particular behind protruberances distant from ridgelines. Poor
visibility makes assessing avalanche risks on-site more difficult.
On very steep wind-loaded slopes, naturally triggered medium-to-large sized avalanches are possible.
Released in high altitude zones can develop powder clouds and plummet to long runout zones. In
outlying terrain, conditions are unfavourable; experience in evaluating avalanche dangers on-site as
well as knowledge of local terrain is imperative, since avalanches can threaten even from spots in the
terrain which are not visible.

Snowpack structure
Since Saturday evening there has been heavy snowfall, some sunshine in the interims has also been
registered, giving the fresh snow a chance to settle on sunny slopes. The snowfall was accompanied
by strong-to-stormy W/NW winds which extended down to high-altitude wooded zones. Along the
Tauern the fresh snow blankets over the wide-ranging foehn-induced drifts generated on Saturday. As
a result of the very cold fresh snow and heavy wind impact, tension will increase a further notch on
Tuesday. Potential fracture points exist both inside the fresh snowdrifts and in the superficial weak
layers of surface hoar and blanketed-over loosely-packed snow atop melt-freeze crusts which form
the outer borders of the snowpack.

Weather
During the night, persistent and heavy snowfall is expected to continue. During the daytime, poor
visibility and heavy snowfall. By Tuesday evening, 50-70 cm of snowfall is expected in a 24-hour
period. Winds will be strong to stormy from west to northwest. At 2000 m: -9 degrees; at 3000 m: -17
degrees.

Outlook
Amid persistently low temperatures and wind influence, snowfall from the north will continue on
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Wednesday, thereby continuing the already tense avalanche situation.
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16.03.2021

Avalanche problems Danger ratings Expositions

New snow Wind drifted
snow

Persistent
weak layer

Wet snow Gliding
snow

No problem low moderate considerabl
e

high very high

Niedere Tauern Süd, Ankogelgruppe, Muhr,
Nockberge

1600 m

distant from ridgelines, behind
protruberances, in gullies,
steep bowls

Heavy wind impact at high altitude. Unfavourable base in some places.
Avalanche danger above sparsely wooded zones is CONSIDERABLE, below that altitude danger is
MODERATE, a direct result of the fresh snow and wind impact. In many places a medium-sized slab
avalanche can be triggered even by minimum additional loading. Avalanche prone locations occur in
gullies of all aspects, on steep NW-N-E-S facing slopes, also distant from ridgelines.

Snowpack structure
The snowfall from the weekend has settled on sunny slopes in particular, to some extent is already
sticky. As a result of strong-to-stormy W/NW winds which intermittently extended down to the wooded
zones, snowdrift accumulations were generated in gullies and behind protruberances. In addition to
that, particularly in Tauern vicinity, several centimetres of fresh snow was supplied on Tuesday,
subsequently subjected to wind influence. This snow now blankets the foehn-induced snowdrifts from
Saturday on north-facing slopes and older drifts on east-facing slopes. Potential fracture points exist
both inside the fresh drifts and in the superficial weak layers of the old snowpack.

Weather
Intermittent snowfall will continue during the nocturnal hours, particularly in Tauern vicinity. By
Tuesday evening, 20-30 cm of fresh snow is expected in a 24-hour period, measurably less further
south, and in the Nockberge only a few centimetres. There, more extended sunny intervals are
possible. Winds will be blowing at strong to storm strength from west to northwest. At 2000 m: -9
degrees; at 3000 m: -17 degrees.

Outlook
Persistently low temperatures and ongoing wind impact: no significant change in avalanche danger on
Wednesday.
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